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INTRODUCTION 


There are classical leftist critisisms of the guer¬ 
rilla that are heard time and time again. It’s time that 
we respond to these critisisms. One of the most common 
critiques is that guerrilla actions bring down repression, 
that is, increased state repression. Of course any guer¬ 
rilla action will result in a sudden increase of state 
repression because this is the reaction of the state to 
a threat. That can not be disputed.’ However just because 
the state openly flexes it's muscle after an action 
does not mean that the state isn't always silently 
developing the mechanisms of repression to be used when 
needed; like a maggot quietly eating away the insides of 
a dog. Are guerrillas responsible for the development 
of police computer technology, special handling units, 
trials without defendants, anti-postering by-lawe, gay 
bath raids etc in Canada? We can ba assured that what¬ 
ever technology they developed in viatnam, Ireland, 

Italy, and el Salvador to put down the people there, 
will be used here. And if it isn't used against the 
guerrillas in Canada, It'll ba used against Indians 
occupying their land, workers occupying their factories, 
prisoners righteously rioting or demonstrators. 

Another common critisism of the guerrilla in the 
western world is that they haven’t emerged from a mass 
movementi This critique is a result of a superficial 
X. understanding of the development of revolutionary move¬ 
ments . Rarely do guerrilla organizations only emerge 
in the final offensive of a revolutionary mass movement, 
j*' Guerrilla organizations usually appear throughout the 
development of a mass movement. They contribute actions 
and thaory to the movement that other forms of radical 
struggle caft not injact. Guerrilla actions represent 
i- offensive actions rather than defensive reactions to the 
| tests. And the gut rrills develops the infrastructure of 
' ^elandestinity xhich become* Increasingly important as 
X dhe ’Vepreeelon of the state neotletes 
r . li^i |Wt let Chtlflnd control of the ma||Jp|ia 
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MESSAGE FROM ASSATA SHAKUR 

_ _ _ » _ ■ _ 

The following is a transcript of a statement by Assata 
Shakur, New Afrikan freedom fighter who escaped from 
prison last year (79), freed by her Black Liberation 
Army com*, ades. Since her liberation, Assata has -been 
the subject of an intense "woman hunt" by the FBI and 
state police agencies all across the U.S. Doors have 
been kicked in, people harassed and threatened and a 
massive surveillance campaign is underway to find out 
where she is so they can assasinate her'. 

She continues the liberation struggle from clandes- 
tinity. 


Uhuru sisters and brothers. - The - first thing"that - ! want - to 
say is that I love you. And the second thing that I want 
to say is that we can win. We will win our liberation. And 
in order to win our liberation we have to think positively. 
We have got to believe that we can win. And if we don't 
believe that we can win we are whipped before we start. 

We've got to realize what dangers exist. We've got to look 
at those dangers realistically. We can't afford to have a 
subjective distorted, irrational fear. We've got to look 
at the obstacles to our liberation coolly and clearly and 
develop ways to get rid of those obstacles. Right now, it's 
the most important thing in the world, right now, for us 
to fight for our liberation and for our nation. 

We've got to look at our reality in amerika right now. The 
lines are being drawn. The direction that this government 
is moving is becoming quite clear. The right wing, the 
conservative fascist element, is multiplying like crazy. 
We're being moved on, sisters'and brothers, from all sides. 
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter are struggling to determine 
who is going to be the next Hitler. Amerika is becoming 
more and more fascist. This period now is similar to Germany 
in the 193C's. In the eyes of the government, we are 
expendable . We are unnecessary. We are excess labor. 

They've got machines to replace us. They don't need us 
anymore. We are a thorn in their side. We are no longer 
profitable to the amerikan U.S. big business economy. 
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Neither Jimmy Carter or Ronald Reagan give a damn about 
Black people. And if anybody anywhere has any illusions 
that Jimmy Carter or Ronald Reagan care one bit about 
Black people, you've got to be crazy. You've got to be 
insane. And neither Jimmy Carter or Ronald Reagan are 
fit to rule anything. Jimmy Carter couldn't even run a 
peanut farm. And anybody who has seen one of Ronald 
Reagan's movies knows that he couldn't even act. That's 
why he can't even act like he gives a damn about Black 
people today. 

Our lives, brothers and sisters, are in danger. Look at 
the history of this country and you will see tho.t the 
U.S. government is capable of anything. You saw how they 
wiped out the Indians. You saw how they wiped out the 
Mohicans. Do you think they would hesitate for one 
moment to do the same thing to us? 

Sisters and brothers, we are being attacked from all sides. 
Our children, our babies are strung out on drug®. Nine, ten, 
elevenyear old children are sticking needles into their 
arms. Our daughters, the mothers of our future, eleven and 
twelve year old girls are out on the streets selling 
their bodies for nickles and dimes. Our children don't 
have a future in amerika. There is nothing for our children 
to look forward to. You bring a child,into this world and 
there is nothing out there for them. Our children don't 
have a future in amerika. There is nothing for our 
children to look forward to. You bring a child into this 
world and there is nothing out there for them. Gur child¬ 
ren aren't being educated in the schools. The schools are 
warehouses. The schools are producing a whole generation 
of illiterates, where high school children can't read 
and write. In New York City one half of the students in 
public schools drop out before they get to high school. 

What kind of school system is that? There are no jobs for 
our people. And since there are no jobs, our people are 
forced to survive the best way we know how. So che prisons 
sit there, like monsters waiting to gobble up cur children. 

Our situation is crucial. It's critical. The Ku Klux Klan 
is out in the open. They are going around burning crosses, 
burning down houses, beating Black people, murdering Black 
people. And this ain't something you read about in the news, 
this is real. This is going on right now. 
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December 1978. Manuel Whitfield, a Black minister from 
Alabama, was'dragged .into the woods and beaten by the Klan 
because he had the nerve to say that Tommy Lee Hines did 
not get a fair trial. 

January 1979. A Black family's home was burned in New York. 

April 1979. In wrightsville, Georgia, a nine year old 
Black sister was shot by the Klan after a rally protest¬ 
ing discrimination in housing and jobs. 

’ * * 3 *-£-' -—| 

October 1979. Darrell Williams, a young and promising 
Black athlete, was shot and paralysed in Boston by a white . 
sniper. 

November 1979. In Greensboro, North Carolina, five people 
were murdered in cold bldod by the Klu Klux Klan, while . 
the police disappeared into thin air. 

January 1980. Jimmy Lee Campbell was murdered for sport by j 
two white men. They killed Jimmy Lee Campbell because they 
had failed to bag an animal for their hunting trip. So 
they found a young nigger animal and they killed him. 

April 1980 South Carolina. A Black man was castrated and 
lynched by the Klan and crosses were burned at the homes 
of two Black families. 

April 1980. Four Black women were shot by a gang of white 
youths. The gang was later acquitted by an all-white jury. 

May 1980. Four Black churches were fire-bombed in New York 
City. 


October 1980. Atlanta imposes a curfew on its youth because 
14 Black children have disappeared, and ten of them have 
been found murdered. 

October 1980. An article appears in Newsweek magazine en¬ 
titled "The Klu Klux Klan Goes Military". The article shows 
pictures of the Klu Klux Klan in army fatigues, training 
for what they call "the race war". 

Our situation, sisters and brothers, is critical. Harold 
Covington, a Nazi, ran for attorney general in the Repub- 


3 





lican primary and won 43% of the vote. Tom Metzger, the 
Grand Dragon of the Klu Klux Klan in California, won the 
Democratic nomination in the mos^ populous district in the 
U.S. And the New York State Court of Appeals decided that 
it was perfectly all right for the Klu Klux Klan to work 
as prison guards. This is the situation that we’re dealing 
with, sisters and brothers, right now, right here, in 
1980. 

In Illinois, the state of the Illinois is attempting to 
murder 17 Black and Hispanic brothers. Seventeen of our 
blood, 17 of our flesh. July 22, 1978, there was a rebel- 
lion at Pontiac Prison. The brothers rebelled against the 
Klu Klux Klan activities within the prison, against brutal¬ 
ity leveled against Black and Latin prisoners, against poor 
medical care, filthy and inadequate food, against over¬ 
crowding, against the lack of human rights, civil rights, 
or any other kind of rights. In the process of that rebel¬ 
lion prison property was destroyed, and three guards were 
killed. The state of Illinois had no evidence to charge- 
anyone with the deaths of those guards. For nine months 
after the rebellion, the prison officials and the FBI iso¬ 
lated, brutalized, and tortured those prisoners. Until 
after nine months of being beaten and tortured, after nine 
months of being denied access to lawyers and all basic 
necessities and rights, a few weak prisoners were threat¬ 
ened and coerced into saying whatever the administration 
wanted them to say. At which point the state indicted 31 
Black and Latin brothers. Seventeen were to be tried for 
murder and 14 to be tried on lesser charges. The state of 
Illinois would do everything possible to ensure that those 
brothers do not receive a fair trial. The state of Illin¬ 
ois is attempting to railroad those brothers into the 
electric chair. And brothers and sisters, we cannot let 
that happen. We have got to-come out en masse and support 
the Pontiac Brothers. [Ten of the sixteen Pontiac Brothers 
charged with murder were acquitted on May 9th, 1981, and 
the other six had the charges dropped against them on June 
1st. ] 

The death penalty in this country is used and always has 
been used to commit genocide against Black people. And al¬ 
ways the death rows in amerika have been filled with a 
disproportionate number of black and Third World people. 

And just to show you how worthless this government consid- 
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ers Black .lives, the state of Georgia has a-sister on 
death row for peeking in a window. Now I know that doesn't 
sound like it makes much sense, but the system of justice 
in america doesn't make any sense. 

The sister's name is Emma Ruth Cunningham. And the state 
of Georgia alleges that her husband robbed a white man, 
and during the course of that robbery, killed him. When 
Emma Ruth Cunningham went to see about her husband, she 
was arrested and charged with murder. And because they 
had absolutely no evidence to substantiate this charge, 
the prosecutor told the sister that unless she signed a 
statement saying that she had peeked into a window before 
the robbery, and received some of the robbery money, that 
they would take her children away from the home of her 
parents. At no time did the prosecutor ever allege that 
she was in the house during the -robbery or in any way di¬ 
rectly connected with the robbery or murder. The state of 
Georgia knows that this sister did not kill anybody. The 
only thing the sister is even accused of is peeking in a 
window. Yeu this sister was convicted of something called 
"vicarious liability" and sentenced to death. 

We cannot permit the depraved and arbitrary murders of our 
people by the United States government. The prisons and 
the death penalty are used to enslave and murder our sisr- 
ters and our brothers. And often those targeted are the 
strongest, most intelligent, most respected members of 
our community. The most politically and culturally aware 
sisters and brothers are often singled out because the 
government hopes that by isolating and destroying them it 
can also isolate and destroy our resistance movement. 

The prisons of amerika are concentration camps which are 
gradually being turned into extermination camps. We have 
got to build a strong movement to defend our brothers 
and sisters on death row. We've got to build a strong 
movement to defend the Pontiac Brothers, and a strong 
movement to defend political prisoners and Prisoners of 
War. Black revolutionary leaders like Sundiata Acoli, 
Richard Dhoruba Moore, and Geronimo Pratt are behind 
bars for no other reason than because they are committed 
to the liberation of African people here in the United 
States and all over the world. 
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Oyr situation right now is critical. We can’t run from 
it or hide from it. We're going to have to deal. We’re 
going to have to get down to the nitty-gritty. We've 
got to determine who we are. Are we house niggers who 
are going to walk peacefully to the gas chambers, or 
are we field niggers who are going to fight until we 
are free? 

We didn't come here no house niggers. We didn't come here 
from Africa no punks. We didn't come here from Africa no 
fools. We didn't come here no Uncle Toms, hemmin' and 
hawin', shuckin' and jivin', scratchin' our heads and 
kissing the feet of our masters. We didn't come here like 
that. We came here proud, strong, beautiful Africans. We 
came here with a culture, with pride. We cmae here knowing 
who we were. We came here an intelligent, sensitive people, 
who fought and struggled on every level from the moment 
that we were brought here in chains. We have got to real¬ 
ize who we are, and we have got to realize that we have a 
tradition to carry on. 

Sisters and brothers, our backs are up against >he wall. 
This is the reality of the situation today. We are being 
attacked from every direction. The government has declar¬ 
ed war on us, big business has declared war on us, the 
Klu Klux Klan has declared war on us, the police has de¬ 
clared war on us. I cannot walk down our own streets un¬ 
molested. Sisters and brothers, this is one of the most 
critical periods of our history. This period may well 
determine whether or net we survive as a people. 

You take any creature, any living being on this earth, and 
you back it into a corner, and that creature, that being 
is going to come out fighting. That's the law of nature, 
that's the law of survival. Sisters and brothers, our 
backs are up against the wall, and we have got to come out 
fighting. We've got to come out fighting with krowledge, 
with a plan, with a strategy for winning. We can't fight 
like we have in the past. We can't rely on one or two 
tactics. We have got to use every tactic imaginable. We 
can't afford to base our liberation struggle cm the whims 
of white people. We can't afford to let our enemies set 
up the rules of the game. They have the guns and we turn 
the cheeks. We don't have any more cheeks to turn. 
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Our backs are up against the wall, and more than any time 
in our history, more^than any time of our history of being 
captives in amerika, we need an army. We need an army to 
defend ourselves, and we need an army to fight for our 
liberation. It is the duty of all Black people to defend 
ourselves. It is our duty to defend our homes, to defend 
our children, to defend our community against racist at¬ 
tack. And if we neglect that duty, we are damning our 
children to a life of oppression and misery. 

History ha? shown us that we will never win our liberation 
through legislation, through the judicial system, or 
through integrating with white people. And it's equally 
clear that we cannot win our liberation through the ballot, 
through voting for the lesser of two evils. We need a co-. 
-!? es Ay. e i_s olid plan to w i n our lib er ation . W e need a na tion. 

Sisters and brothers, nobody on the face of this earth 
has more of a rightto a nation than we do. We;are not ci¬ 
tizens of amerika. We are victims of amerika/'^tad we have 
a right to determine our own destiny. And any’one who 
says that we don’t is either the worst kind of racist or 
the worst kind of Uncle Tom. 

When Black people, New Africans, get serious about our 
Liberation there is nothing that can stop us. One thing 
that the Black people can do is fight. And we can fight 
because we grow up fighting, from the time that we are 
babies, we have to fight to survive. 

And when we stop fighting each other, when we stop fight¬ 
ing as individuals, and fight as a united Black nation, 
then we can't lose. We'll give amerika the blues. We can 
make them suffer so bad they'll be glad to give us our 
nation. 

At: this time, I'd like to say a few words especially to 
my sisters. Sisters, Black people will never be free un¬ 
less Black women participate in every aspect of our 
stru gglo, on every level of our struggle. I think that 
Black women, more than anybody on the face of this earth, 
recognizes the urgency of our situation. Because it is 
we who come to face to face daily with the institution of 
our oppression. And because it is we who have to deal 
with the welfare system that do not care about our wel— 
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fare or the welfare of our children. And it is we who 
have to deal with the racist doctors and racist clinics. 
And it is we who have to deal with the school system 
that do not educate our children. It is we who have to 
deal with the racist teachers who teach our children to 
hate themselves. It is we who have seen the terrible ef¬ 
fects of racism on our children, we who have watched our 
young grow too old too soon. We who have watchea our 
children come home angry and frustrated and see them 
grow more bitter and more disillusioned with the passing 
of each day. And we have seen the sick, trapped looks on 
the faces of our children when they come to fully realize 
what it means to be Black in amerika. 

And we know what deprivation is. How many times have we 
had to say no to our children? How many times have we run 
out of Pamper money, rent money, food money? And how many 
times have have our children gone to school in hand-me- 
downs, with holes in their shoes? 

We know what a hell-hole amerika is. We are afraid to walk 
the streets at night. We, sisters, we have buried our 
young, the babies that we brought into this world with 
such great hopes for. We have seen their bodies, bloated 
and ashen from drugs, scarred and deformed by bullet holes. 

We know what oppression is. We have been abused in every 
way imaginable. We have been abused economically, politi¬ 
cally. We have been abused physically, and we have been 
abused sexually. 

And sisters, we have a long and glorious history of . 
struggle on this planet. Afrikan women were strong and 
courageous warriors long before we came to this country 
in chains. And here in amerika, our sisters have always 
been on the front lines. Sister Hariet Tubman led the 
Underground Railroad. And sisters like Rosa Parks, Fanny 
Lou Hamer, Sandra Pratt, and Queen Mother Moore have 
carried it on. Sisters, we have been the backbone of our 
family. And we will be the backbone of our nation. 

We have got to build strong family units based on love 
and struggle. We don't have no time to play around. A 
revolutionary woman can't have no reactionary man. If 
he's not about liberation, if he's not about struggle, if 
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he ain't about building'a strong Black' family,“if he’ain’t 
about building a strong Black nation, then he ain’t about 
nothing. 

We know how to struggle, we know how to juggle and finagle 
to survive. We know what it means, sisters, to fight tooth 
and nail. We know what it means to struggle with love. We 
know what unity is. We know what sisterhood is. We have 
always been kind to each other, brought each other hot 
soup and biscuits. We have always helped each other 
through the hard times. . 

Sisters, we must celebrate Afrikan womanhood. We don't 
want to be like Miss Ann. She can keep her false eyelash¬ 
es, and her false distorted image of womanhood. She can 
keep her mink stoles and her French Provincial furniture. 
We will define for ourselves what womanhood is, and we 
will create our own styles and our own ways of dress. We 
can't have no white man in’France telling Afrikan women 
what to look like. We will create our New Afrikan way of 
living. We will create our own way of being and living, 
our own New Afrikan culture, taking the best of the old 
and mixing it with the new. 

Sisters, we have got to take control of our lives and 
our future. We have got to come together and organize 
wherever we are. And we have got to organize ourselves 
into a strong body of Afrikan women. Sisters, we've got 
to take responsibility for educating our children. We 
can't leave the job of teaching our young, our future, 
in the hands of teachers who don't care about our chil¬ 
dren, in the hands of teachers who don't understand the 
history, the culture and the language of our children. 

We have got to teach our children ourselves. 


Ami in order to do that, we have got to start teaching 
ourselves. We have got to build survival collectives, and 
we have got to open up liberation schools. We've got to 
open up our own childcare centres. We've got to pool our 
resources to survive. We've got to use the resources in 
our community; Sisters we've got to take control of our 
lives, and we've got an enormous job ahead of us. We've 
got to rebuild our community. We've got to build an under¬ 
ground railroad. And we've got to build a nation. 
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I just want to take a minute out to express my love for 
all of you who risk your lives daily struggling out here 
in the front lines. And I'd like to express my gratitude 
and my love for the many sisters and brothers who have 
opened their doors and their hearts to me. The sisters 
and brothers who risk their lives daily to feed and house 
me, and to help me build our underground railroad. 

Sisters and brothers, we're going to win. Free *-he Land. 
Free Geronimo Pratt, Sundiata Acoli, Dhoruba Moore, Dessie 
Woods, Free All Political Prisoners. Free the Puerto Rican 
Prisoners of War. Uhuru, sisters and brothers. 

- Assata Shakur 


A BIT OF HISTORY 

(The historical introduction below is made up cf two 
parts. Part I is a shortened and edited version of an es¬ 
say entitled 'Historical Notes on Italy' which f“irst ap¬ 
peared in an RS publication called 'Italy* (197?). Part 
II has been prepared for the Ripening of Time by an Ital¬ 
ian comrade and has been translated by members cf the Ed¬ 
itorial Collective.) [which we, Resistance, reprint] 


PART I 


Through the entire period of the Second World War, resis¬ 
tance to fascism was the focus point of the struggle of 
the Italian working class. Kany classes participated in 
the Resistance Movement and the National Liberation Com¬ 
mittees (CLN) were the leading bodies of armed struggle 
against nazism and the collaboration of Italian fascists 
with the occupying Germans. 

Inside the CLNs three major tendencies co-existed and 
fought it outi the VJhite Formations of the Christian Dem¬ 
ocrats, the Action Party of the socialists and middle-of- 
-the-road radicals and the GARIBALDI BRIGADES i-iside 
which militants of the PCI (Communist Party of italy) 
were dominant. 




After the end of the war and the defeat of fascism, a Co¬ 
alition of the above forces made up the backbone of the 
National government, “That Government reigned for three 
years (1945-48) and had as its main slogan: "PRODUCE FOR 
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NATION". All over Europe, the 
defeat of fascism had resulted in similar type Govern¬ 
ments! following the Yalta Agreements between the USA 
and the Soviet Union, the popular forces had been forced 
into a position of class compromise by arguments that the 
j time was not 'ripe* for revolution and that what was 
needed was a period of peaceful ’national, peace’. 

This is a crucial element to grasp for it is from this 
historical period onwards that the PCI begins to function 
as a Party of the State rather than a mass revolutionary 
organization. It is also important to understand that the 
by now famous ’historical compromise’ of the Communist 
leadership is not a ’new development’ of recent origin 
but can be traced back to the polital strategy developed 
by the Communist Secretariat in 1943., .immediately after 
the return of the Gen, Secretary Togliatti from Moscow, 
That strategy was accepted by the I 943 Congress of Saler¬ 
no an- 1 Italian comrades refer to it taday as the ’svolta 
di Salerno* (the Salerno tumble). 

The Salerno strategy characterizes the entire historical 
period from 1948 to the late sixties. It is the practical 
results of that strategy which saw the liquidation of the 
armed organization of the Italian working class personal¬ 
ly supervised by Togliatti himself who was made Minister 
of Justice in the Coalition Government, And one of the 
most interesting phenomena of the immediate post-Second 
A r orld War era emerged precisely as an ooDosition to the 
PCI leadership: the VOLANTS RCSSS (Red Hying Squads). 

The VR wore made up by communist militants active in the 
special units of the Garibaldi brigades called GAP (Armed 
Proletarian Groups). Almost all of these militants refus¬ 
ed to hand over their arms in the immediate post War per¬ 
iod and they carried out a whole series of armed attacks 
against fascists and collaborators who were being ’par¬ 
doned* by the Coalition. They kidnapped a number of Mil¬ 
anese industrialists and let them loose in the streets 
naked. They supported a number of armed land occupations 
and also occupied the Milan Town Hall when an old Commun- 
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ist cadre accepted the post, of Mayor and Folice Chief, 

The VR reached the height of their influence in 1948 when 
a so-called madman tried tc assasinate Togliatti,..the VR 
militants carried out a series of actions agairst the 
Right under two main themess 

- Proletarian justice, and 

- Support of all working class offensive. 

The PCI though hit by the VR influence was not to be mov¬ 
ed, ... .seeing their Coalition tottering they abandoned 
the Volante Rosse to the bourgeoisie,... .they expelled 
hundreds from the Party and about 25 people were actually 
imprisoned for their participation in armed attacks. 

Ita was all in vainj the Christian Democrats who had been 
given time to re-organize and regain their influence be¬ 
gan taking more definite pro-US stands. The Coalition 
broke up towards the end of 1948, the Communist Farty was 
thrown out of Government and Italian capital began re¬ 
building itself on a clearly defined Yankee modal, .An era 
was over, 

1948 - 60 

In the 1948 elections the Christian Democrats (DC) came 
to power with 49$ of the votes. They immediately intro¬ 
duced a system according to which an alliance cr a single 
Party which which controlled 50 % plus one votes would 
have the right to 66$ representation in the pariimont. 
This amazing ploy guaranteed the Right an uninterrupted 
Farlimentary reign for many years to come. 

The DC also hacked the Labour Movement into two* the Gen¬ 
eral Confederation of Labour (CGL) with two million mem¬ 
bers was divided and although the Communist leadership 
managed to keep the majority and the name, the Christian 
Democrats built CISL, ,,,,a minoritarian Trade Union Move¬ 
ment under right wing leadership. 

From 1948 onwards, Italian capital, helped through the US 
Marshall Plan, began to ‘rebuild* the economy. The basic 
model employed was vast zones of very high industrial 
concentration, like FIAT in Turin where 100,000 workers 
were employed. B't this capitalist reconstruction also 
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involved, inevitably, a widespread repression of.the pop¬ 
ular forces. Popular resistance had to be smashed, all 
remaining popular committees, associations of small farm¬ 
ers and unemployed had to be dismantled, 

Ihe DC assigned itself this role in a successful fashion, 
DI SCHELBA was the Minister of the Interior of the period 
and the 5^3 are remembered as a sombre period of working 
class defeat and disorganization. It is on that defeat 
j and defensive that industry rebuilt the capitalist econo¬ 
my around the vector of the car and related industries 
(FIAT and ALFA RCKEO) . 

In July i 960 then came an unexpected break. The fascist 
Party which was slowly re-organizing all through the 50s 
got permission from the Minister of the Interior to hold 
their Congress in Genoa which is one of the strongest 
proletarian towns of northern Italy as well as one of the 
strongholds of the FCI. Mass oposition developed from the 
very beginning.....especially around the docks. DI SCHEL- 
bA decided to let the Congress take place anyway. On the 
day of the opening there was a near-insurrection in Geno- 
Hundreds of thousands of workers from the city as 
well as other parts of the country took to the streets 
and opposed the fascists. There was mass fighting on the 
nako of which the Government fell,.the Communist Par¬ 
ly tried to control the fighting in its late stages un- 
succosfully. And as sure as daylight the old cadres of 
Volante Rcsse played a highly significant part in this 
event, A new page had been turned in the development of 
the Italian workers movement, 

I960 - 68 


From i 960 a new phase opens up in Italy. Capital^accumu- 
1'ltd on, based until then on high productivity and low 
wages, begins to grind to a halt....EXPANSION is the 
catchword of the period,..,a process which would obvious¬ 
ly require a further .socialiization of the productive 
forces and an even firmer control on the proletariat, 
Various crude forms of repression having failed, capital 
is now searching to respond to the rising wave of work¬ 
ers* demands by more fluid control and a certain amount 
of political representation. 
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The direct result of this new phase is the introduction 
inside the working class of a new set of contradictions. 
First, and foremost, this expansionist stage of capital 
provokes violent struggles around the socialization of 
production. During the defensive period of 19^5-60 there 
had been a tight organic connection between the demands 
made by the workers and the capacity of the labour Move¬ 
ment to organize and fight, if not actually win. for 
these demands. Now, there begins to develop a massive 
working class offensive. The workers demand more and more 
and this puts the Trade Unions into a completely differ¬ 
ent position. The Trade Unions become, and are seen to 
bee one, incapable of reflecting the growing depends of a 
numerically and politically growing working class. 

In 1962, another mass event linked to the Genova near¬ 
insurrection takes place in Turin, FIAT workers, organiz¬ 
ed independently and outside Trade Unions, attack the po¬ 
lice in PIAZZA STATUTC. Workers of other factories parti¬ 
cipate too. The Trade Unions, naturally, oppose these vi¬ 
olent events and the workers burn down the HQs of IIL - 
the Trade Union controlled by the Social Democrats, 

From 1962 we witness the slow growth of OJEs (Rank and 
File Committees 5 completely autonomous of all Party and 
Trade Union control and open to all workers whether in 
the Union or not, 3y I965 the local CUBs begin to co-or¬ 
dinate nationally. 

In 1963 FIAT experience? its first ever crises of over- 
-production, Italian industry is in a bottleneck situa¬ 
tion, ...markets are saturated,capital begin® to over¬ 
spill its national barriers and a new era of internation¬ 
alization begins. Many technological innovations are in¬ 
troduced at this period which accentuate the contradic¬ 
tions between national and international capital, 

1962-6° is a period of militant mass activity. Workers 
have moved to a new phase of politicization,,,.mass meet¬ 
ings are taking place everywhere open to 'outsiders' such 
as students, revolutionary militants, ete. And the Trade- 
Unions respond with further sectarian corporatism,..while 
at the same time opening national discussions for Trade 
Union 'unity*. 



Finally it is the same period which sees the birth of, im¬ 
portant revolutionary organizations. The preview to this 
is the birth of a jounal called Classe Cperia (Working 
Class; soon to simplify its name to La Classe (The 
Class). It was revolutionary intellectuals active in 
these two jounals who were directly behind the building 
of the two most important organizations of that period: 
LOTTA CONTINUA (The Struggle Continues) and POTERE OPSRA- 
IA (Workers Fower), 

These two journals undertook a piercing critique of Trade 
Unions accusing them of being redundant,...incapable as 
they were of either analysing or opposing correctly the 
new demands of capital they had no reason for their con¬ 
tinued existance. These journals established a series of 
new theoretical concepts, a new analysis of the restruc¬ 
turing of the working class and the fragmentation of 


The Italian version of the following analysis'was 
entitled FGT372, or Power - the Power of the State 
and capital over the working class. 

PART II 

The workers struggles of I968-69, Italy's Hot Autumn, 
deeply engraved the economic structure of the country and 
modified the balance of forces. After these struggles, 
the Left was stronger and power weaker....objectively. 

The damage provoked by the workers* insubordination was 
very senous indeed. The State and the right-wing sec- 
tions^of the bourgeoisie attempted a counter-revolution¬ 
ary offensive, which was expressed through a series of 
massacres ^ the Piazza Fontana bombs fpr which thev ac¬ 
cused anarchists but were forced to admit responsibility 
1 rumors* of attempted coups in accordance 

with the supranational strategy of capital in the whole 
mediterranean at the time (Greece, Portugal, Spain). 

Sven before 69 many militant and autonomous struggles de- 
veloped in particular in PER3LU in Milan, neither con¬ 
trolled by the Unions at the level of organization nor 
nominated by them at the level of the content of the de¬ 
mands. Tangible wage increases, plus less work were the 


15 








two main themes of the period. The behaviour of the 
proletariat can be summed up in the slogan of the peri¬ 
od: BETTER '.7AGES, SHORTER HOURS. 

Violent strikes broke out in Alfa Romeo and in Fiat. Ri¬ 
oting took place in many towns, the most serious in Reg¬ 
gio Calabria where tens of thousands of people fought a- 
gainst the troops. 

At still another level, this was the birth phaso of most 
of the armed groups which are active in Italy today. Hie 
most important organization of t^e time were the GAP 
(Proletarian Armed Groups) which was made up of many ex- 
-partisans and PCI oriented workers who continued the Vo¬ 
lants Rosse experience. The political concept!on of this 
was mainly defensive (defence of freedom, defence of po¬ 
wer gained by the class). At the same time, we also wit¬ 
nessed the birth of the BR (Red Brigades) as the direct 
expression of the class offensive of 1968 . They began to 
move on the ground of the big factories, especially in 
the Rank and File Committee of PIRciLLI - the most advan¬ 
ced point of the workers offensive at the period, 

1970-74 

This phase saw a political re-definition of the bourgeois 
reigmes in and around the Mediterranean area. Capital un¬ 
derstood that fascist and extremely reactionary regimes 
were not flexible enough in a phase which required EXPAN¬ 
SION - of consumption, of social life and hence of the 
rule of capital, Cn the international level, this phase 
is characterized by the fall of the Colonels in Greece 
and of the Caetano dictatorship in Portugal, as well as 
the initial laying o? the basis of the democratisation of 
Spain after Franco, 

In Italy too the policies followed were in line with this 
supra-national project. An alliance betwee big manageri¬ 
al technocrats and certain apparatti of the State (FlAT’s 
Agnelli and the CEFIS Foundation for example) was explor¬ 
ed with the objective of enlarging the base of the Right 
towards the center while still keeping the Left complete¬ 
ly outside the corridors of power. Behind this alliance 
the final vestiges of the traditional Italian Right 
schemed a nd plotted, until the mass ^referendum on divorce 
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showed clearly that the balance of power was clearly ~ 
shifting towards the -Centro-Left. The Communist Farty 
could not be excluded from power for too much longer. The 
old class compromise perspectives had to be resurrected. 

The movement of workers revolt was still going on though, 
and the question of political power had been added to the 
economic demands. Fierce strikes continued to take place 
but now, demonstrations inside the factories were aimed 
at bosses and high executives. This new form of workers 
£ower found its highest expression in the movement of the 
Red Hankerchiefs (groups of workers who used hankerchiefs 
to hide their faces during the demonstrations inside the 
xactories) and.in the armed occupation of FIAT in 1973 
during the negotiations for new contracts. 

As the anti-fascist and anti-capitalist hate grew in the 
factories, the armed organizations which had established 
themselves in the earlier period, began actions against 
fascist HQs and personalities. Symbolic from this point 
was the kidnappings, during this period, of the 
FI.lT Executive Amerio and the Trade Union leader Labate. 
at still, the actions of the armed organizations devel¬ 
oped along industrial poles (PIRSLII in 68-70, FIAT in 
the early 70s),,.,they followed closely the ooles of 
workers’ militancy. 


it was only at the end of 1974 that the Red Brigades de- 
daloped xirst ananalysis which argued that this intimate 
relationship with workers struggles was not sufficient 
to cope with the power of the State and capital. The BR 
argued that armed struggle must be taken beyond the 
ground of the class itself and begin to attack the struc¬ 
tures of the State from an independent standpoint. The 
kidnapping of the Genovese judge SC SSI, symbol of the at- 
'imp.ea alliance of the technocrats with parts of the 
d,ate described above, was characteristic of this shift 
in strategy.__ 

1974 - 6 


It was during these two critical years in the middle sev¬ 
enties that a number of developments marked indelibly the 
~ olian situation. First at the level of the economy, it ' 
became evident that Italian capital had begun adapting a 
new modej. of accumulationt 
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a. This model would have to destroy the large industrial 
concentrations like FIAT where the mass of the miltitant 
workers concentrated. In order to do this, capital would 
have to introduce small and diffuse factories* 

b. Simultaneously, at a more ideological level, capital 
would have to introduce the concept of mobility,.attac¬ 
king both skills and security of employment. 

This model went hand in hand with the parallel develop¬ 
ment of large and fully computerized centres of CONTROL 
where a handful of highly skilled technicians would di¬ 
rect the production of millions of workers. 

Secondly, as the political balance of power was changing, 
the Christian Democrats were embroiled in a struggle of 
how to relate to the growing power of the Left, In Octo¬ 
ber and November 73» the ^eneral Secretary of the PCI 
Berlinguer, threw the gauntlet to the DC by a series of 
articles where he proposed the line of historical compro ¬ 
mise . This was a clear perspective of class compromise 
where the objective was a political agreement between 
communist, socialist and catholic forces. An intense de¬ 
bate immediately followed, 

3ut up to its eyes in this debate, the PCI and its al¬ 
lied Labour Movement did nothing to oppose the ~estruc- 
turing undertaken by capital. Unemployment grew, many 
thousands of southern workers who had come to ufte North 
in the earlier decade now returned to the South,,, .insta¬ 
bility increased,... .the weak economic structures of the 
country under the impact of the petrol crises ^ottered. 

Thirdly, the debate inside the revolutionary movement in¬ 
tensified. The crises produced the birth of' a hew social 
figure...defined in various ways. That figure wo defined 
as the " technologically unemployed ”, because he or she is 
the product of unemployment created by the new technolo¬ 
gical restructuring of industry . This new figure, unified 
with the mass workers of PIRFLLI and FIAT, is really the 
subject of the massive struggles of the last five years, 

Jt is the coming together of the energy of the factories 
with the match of the educated unemployed. These are no 
l onger Sar dinian peasants who have ne^ds so limited that 


they relate to and involve themselves in struggles invol¬ 
ving physical survival alone. The new unemployed express 
a whole series of social needs (cultural, way of thinking 
and dress as well as material needs) and they translate 
the dissatisfaction of unfulfilled need into political 
consciousness and action. This is the basis, the fertile 
material and subjective ground for all insurrectionary 
initiatives of the last five years. 

fourthly, and finally, in organisational terms, the new 
fact of these years was the birth of NAP’-(Armed Proletar¬ 
ian Nuclei). This organisation was born directly on the 
ground of technological marginalization. It unified a 
sub—proletariat, with politicized students and with ex— 
-prisoners. (Prisons had become a mere parking area.,,, 
used for the containment of social tensions and of insub¬ 
ordinate individuals operating on the ground of illegal¬ 
ity and satisfaction of their own needs). While the or- 
ganizations previously examined, the GAP and the BR, had 
precise historical roots within Italian society from the 
Second World 'War to today (Communism, Chinese oriented M- 
-uism, workerism), the NAF were the pure representatives 
of the new situation inside the crises. And being such 
didn't have any roots other than the process of social 
marginalization from which they wer9 born. In a certain 
snnso they were genuinely western ....their only and rare 
political references were sought in the most advanced in¬ 
dustrialized societies and especially the USA. 

1976 - 8 

1976 was the year that the historical compromise tenden¬ 
cies prevalent inside the State found a structural out¬ 
let, In August 1976 a DC Government was formed with AI'I- 
PPTOTTT ns President. And, for the first time since 1974, 
M-,e Communist Party, the Socialist Party, the Social-Dem¬ 
ocratic Party, the Republican Party and the Liberal Farty 
did not vote against the Government, They abstained. In 
«nily 1977 the same Parties signed a Programmatic Agree¬ 
ment to support the Government, 

The main strategist of this State Bloc Policy was the 
President of the Christian Democrats Aldo Koro, And it 
was he who made the National Agreement concrete in his 
speech at a DC meeting on February 28th 1978. Just over 
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two weeks later, on March 16th Aldo Moro was kidnapped, 
kept imprisoned and executed by the Red Brigades, 

Aido Moro’s brainchild was a CORPORATE STATS with WELFARE 
LOGIC, Given the strong presence of the institutional 
Left it would have to be a State akin to Anglo-^axon/Yan¬ 
kee models. Slowly that State would have to develop a new 
concept of CITIZEN - one who knows his/her place and 
stays there. That place would be given to the citizen by 
the new form of State, 

The NAF, given their political newness and relative imma¬ 
turity, could not withstand the weight of the confronta¬ 
tion, The BR continued to carry out their strategy of at¬ 
tack on the State,,,,and a new social force was born,,., 
out of the social context of the Spring 77 Movement; AU- 
TONOMIA OPSRAIA (Workers Autonomy), 

NUCLEI ARMATA PROLETARY 
INITIAL PHASE OF ARMED STRUGGLE 

IN ITALY 

The following document is the work of three leading 
militants of the Nuclei Armata Proletari (NAP; the 
Armed Proletarian Nuclei;, and doesn’t necessarily 
reflect the views of all NAP militants. It was writ¬ 
ten in December 1977 as a ’retrospective’ of the NAP 
comrades’ experiences; by the summer of that year, 
this important organization had ceased to function - 
many of its militants had been imprisoned, killed, 
or had joined other organizations. 

The most significant aspects of the historical situation 
which gave birth, in Italy, to armed struggle for commun¬ 
ism are; the forceful development of anti-imperialist 
struggle all over the world, the high point of ’which has 
been the Vietnam warj and the explosion of the conditions 
that had accumulated in Italy during the ’50s and ’60s, 
in production and the social structure. These contradic¬ 
tions originate from the weakness of Italian imperialism 
relative to the imperialist countries, and also from the 
characteristics of the Italian production apparatus, 



which is based mainly on cheap labour power and more in¬ 
tense exploitation. The first armed struggle arose essen¬ 
tially against the political background of the struggles 
of workers autonomy and the anti-imperialist movement. 

The first attacks were mainly against the personnel and 
structures that opposed and repressed both the growth of 
the revolutionary forces and the political needs whose 
expression they represented - against supervisors and 
managers inside the factories,, and against the political 
forces and personnel most clearly responsible for the 
State repression. In that period, it was fascist person¬ 
nel who defended profit most intransigently, and carried 
out the political and social repression, or at least the 
people who were linked to the most reactionary tendencies 
of Italian capitalism. 

In that phase of propaganda and the first formation of 
vanguard nuclei, different stategic hypotheses and organ¬ 
izational proposals were discussed, within the first at¬ 
tempts at organization. These diverse perspectives arose 
from the need for armed struggle developed - i.e, workers 
autonomy, the anti-imperialist movement, and the need to 
resist reactionary initiatives. 

the influence of the lessons of armed struggle in other 
countries (urban and rural guerrilla war in Latin ianeri- 
ea, the actions of the Red Army Fraction in Germany, the 
growth of the Palestinian resistance forces) was a very 
strong stjmulus and source cf strength, yet the very dif¬ 
ferent characteristic of these experiences in terms both 
cf structure and practice, implied a need to grasp the 
correct strategic elements , the ones most directly ap¬ 
plicable to the present Italian reality. This could only 
come about on the basis of a growing theoretical, politi¬ 
cal and military maturity of the combatteriti (1) van¬ 
guards. 


This maturation resulted in the awarenss among the van¬ 
guard of the need to base the building of armed struggle 
primarily on the needs of the metropolitan proletariat, 
i.e,.. on the terrain, of, the working class in the biggest 
industrial concentrations, posing armed struggle as the 
only strategically valid revolutionary option. 


* 
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Armed propaganda grew away from reference to actual spe¬ 
cifics, and took on a general dimension. The existence of 
the first fighting organization therefore became a polit¬ 
ical, and to a certain extent organizational, reference 
point for all the revolutionary vanguards - not just for 
those limited nuclei of comrades linked to the specific 
situations of struggle from, which armed struggle origina¬ 
ted. 

This growth was extremely rapid, in one and a half years 
the action well and truly escalated, increasing its 
strength and flexibility in attacking the men/structures 
of the production apparatus and men/headquarters of the 
most reactionary political forces, up to the point of the 
attack on the State in the Sossi (2) operation, Moreover, 
nuclei of militants were being born and developing their 
own actions of armed struggle and moments of organization 
quite independently: institutions where the fighting for¬ 
ces had no previous political-military presence. At this 
point it is clear that inside the armed propaganda phase, 
actions really began to surpass any purely symbolic and 
indicative character - to the point where at times the 
political scene was well and truly shattered, ard where 
the structures under attack were completely fucked up. 

The birth and development of armed nuclei, in all the 
most significant situations, put the problems of organi¬ 
zation of the revolutionary vanguard on to a new level, 
through comparing different experiences and by defining 
priorities of intervention. 

The main need was still to demonstrate the possibility 
/necessity for armed struggle to grow and resist - espec¬ 
ially in the face of a reppressive apparatus that was 
able to inflict severe losses on the fighting forces. Bat 
the actual result of 5 this-work (the contradictious, the 
splits, the restructuring provoked by the armed struggle 
inside the bourgeois apparati; tho successful assertion 
of armed struggle for communism as the only possible rev¬ 
olutionary strategy; the nationwide reproduction of the 
lessons of combattenti organizations) was to make the 
problem of building th9 Fighting Farty even more urgent 
and immediate. 

Although armed struggle had coincided throughout the pre¬ 
vious phase almost completely with the action of the eom- 
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battenti organizationsf and while today their iniative is 
still definitely the most politically nature and militar— 
ily incisive part of the armed struggle, it must be link¬ 
ed to the spontaneous and often highly effective initia¬ 
tives of groups coning from the most conscious and mili¬ 
tant proletarian sectors. 

Though the armed struggle develops at many different lev¬ 
els in different areas (in the South particularly, where 
it is slow in terms of developing both combattenti organ¬ 
izations and autonomous experiences] , there is a clear 
tendency towards the development of armed struggle 
throughout the entire national territory, which in prac¬ 
tice involves the whole vanguard of the Italian proletar¬ 
iat. In the wake of heightening confrontation, the com- • 
battenti organizations' continuous attacks and spontan¬ 
eous initiative of the Proletarian Resistance Movement, 
some sectors of the State apparatus and som.8 economic and 
political structures have ungargone a real crises, for¬ 
cing the power to make deep changes in these sectors - or 
else to passively endure the continued initiative of the 
revolution-ry forces. 


Phe attacks on^the judiciary and prisons confirmed this - 
■ rad9 ^ A ^- an bourgeoisie hastily equip itself 
with instilments that the Imperialist State finds indes- 
pensnblfl, such as special courts and special prisons. Ihe 
same with the attacks on the Christian Democrats' person¬ 
nel and power centres, on journalists (who represent a 
technique of psychological warfare), and on factor-/ mana¬ 
gers in situations where workers autonomy is strongest, 
Lore over, since the armed demonstrations of Rome and Bol- 
ogna, t ere hasn't been a single mass event which hasn't 
shown the^tendency - and often the reality - to transform 
r ? lf ^ armed encounter, attacking a great variety 

'(inducing political offices, police forces, 
>ti,;o offices, armouries and other appropriate places). 

under pressure from the economic crises and aimed strug¬ 
gle, the imperialist bourgeoisie is completely rebuild- 
ing its political apparati (e.g. the growing importance 
ox international organs like the Euro Parliament) its 
economic anparati (the attack on workers autonomy*in the 
factories, sackings, the break up of whole branches of 
production like textiles), and its military ones (anti- 
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-guerrilla squads. Special Courts, Special Prisons). The 
priority aim of this reconstruction is to overcome the 
crises, which is only possible by wiping out the guernla 
war - or at least blocking its growth, reducing it to an 
endemic ( and therefore tolerable ) factor in Italian 
society. This Italian programme is part of an interna¬ 
tional project of economic, political and military reor¬ 
ganization. While the Italian situation cannot be reduced 
per se on the international level, the problem of taking 
the attack onto the international level still must be 
faced up to. 


ON THE FIGHTING FARTY - GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The formation of the programme must come through confron- 
tation between all the different experiences of armed 
struggle, on the basis of their political strength and 
not on the historic correctness of one hypothesis or an¬ 
other independent ' f confrontation in the battle area. 

Class consciousness can be brought to the worker 
only from the outside , that is, from outside the 
sphere of relations between workers and bosses. The 
only place where it can attain this consciousness 
is in the field, of relations between all the class¬ 
es and all layers of society and the State, the 
field of reciprocal relations between all classes, 

- Lenin 

On the scientific nature of ’ workers centrality*, which 
many comrades still have a real difficulty^in understand¬ 
ing, one must refer to a study of Karxism-Ieninism and 
its real history. To build the vanguard or 'advance.de¬ 
tachment' , means to build a Party whose cadres' politi¬ 
cal consciousness, military experience ^and level of un¬ 
derstanding of dialectical materialist reality.lets them , 
both aim their own guns, and also direct the asm of guns 
that are still dominated by spontaneity. 

The factory is the area where the present relations of 
production exist most clearly, where control by the boss¬ 
es is an absolute need if they are to resolve the crises, 
and whole strategic importance goes far beyond the.mere 
seizure of power by the proletariat. But an objective 
analysis of the experience of Italian armed struggle must 



also consider the decisive role played by the class van¬ 
guards coning from the emarginated (literally: 'having 
the edges worn away') strata of the metropolitan prole¬ 
tariat. _. .. 

The lesions of history concerning the part played by the 
emarginated are essential, the Moscow insurrection of 
1905 , the October Revolution, the Chinese Long March and 
also, though in different conditions, the Algerian war of 
liberation, are just the most obvious examples* 

In the specific conditions of advanced capitalism, the - 
time when the crises of bourgeois relations of production 
envelops the whole imperialist world, we find that the 
expulsion of an ever growing number of workers from the 
factories, whose place is taken by technology, is assert¬ 
ed as a tendency. Alongside this, a relative and absolute 
fall in the demand for labour power is proven in every 
sector of work - in industry, agriculture and the terti¬ 
ary sector. In these conditions, an ever growing number 
of emarginated become aware of the need for armed strug¬ 
gle for communism, and create their own quite specific 
types of organization and combat. At the beginning in 
Italy, they came from the most advanced and conscious 
mass struggles and the deepest contradictions - the pris¬ 
ons and the large urban concentrations. 

The movement of proletarian prisoners was born in the 
mass struggles and revolts in the prisons which broke out 
from '67/'£>8 onwards, and faced from the outset a very 
severe encounter with the repressive apparatus. Its prac¬ 
tice of struggle, and the consciousness it gained through 
this, were vitally important in the development of a rev¬ 
olutionary vanguard inside the sub-proletariat and the 
emarginated belts or the proletariat, 

Since '68, a proletarian movement which expresses the 
political needs and contradictions of the emarginated and 
marginal proletariat has grown in the big urban concen¬ 
trations, Its role has been especially important in plac¬ 
es where there is no politically hegemonic presence cf 
workers, such as Naples and Rome, The most significant 
struggles are tied up witn the defence of a series of 
basic needs that are denied or put in crises by the de¬ 
velopment and blockage of capital (struggles for housing. 
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for self-valorisation, for social structures ir» the local 
areas). They are also bound up with struggles against 
emargination - either partial or total - on the economic 
and social level (struggles of the unemployed, of young 
proletarians and students, struggles for the stability of 
work). 

* * *- 

The continued restructuring by the imperialist bourgeois¬ 
ie is incapable of a reformist response to deal with the 
contradictions which this movement provokes, given the 
complete absense of super-profits. It is only able • »o the 
one hand to resort to short-term demagogic measures (e.g, 
the laws on youth employment), and on the other to base 
itself on the rapid build-up of the military apparatus. 

The Imperialist State is preparing to confront uhe prole¬ 
tariat on a war footing (Special Courts, Special laws and 
Special Frisons are the most obvious strategic expres¬ 
sions of this already continental plan), and is attacking 
the class sectors which are most conscious and militant, 
most severely. It is therefore essential for the revolu¬ 
tionary forces that want to form a real class vanguard, 
to organize initiatives around those developments - and 
not just be the expression of one sector, however strate¬ 
gic and central that sector might be. 

Fucking up the irperialist project is basically a politi¬ 
cal process today, but it car.'t be confined to ju^t its 
political aspects. On the contrary, though the personnel 
that direct the structural changes on an economic level 
coincide to 3 certain extent with the personnel of one 
political sector in the central class battleground of the 
factory, the same cannot be said for the political and 
military personnel who direct the State organs of repres 
sion who direct the State organs of repression and war 
preparation. To attack only the process of restructuring 
is partial and insufficient, unless the military aspects 
- whose directions have become clearer through the deep 
changes of recent years - are also taken into account. 

Cur task is political disarticulation, and not merely 
'propagandist erosion* of democratic credibility, be¬ 
cause this State, in the course of restructuring, is 
already a State of civil war. So results must be pro- 
duced in the area o f liberating politic al prisoner 
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1 ; ine historical relevance assured today by having taken 
the initiative in armed struggle - as the only means to 
reach the strategic aiai of communism - simply cannot be 
denied. Ncr can the importance of having had the clarity 
and capacity to begin this in the factories, the working 
class concentration of the 'industrial triangle', the 
importance of having oriented political-military work on 
the basis of objective elements of structural analysis, 
vnich are revealed through the continuous growth of the 
armed stuggle itself. In fact, what on superficial analy¬ 
sis mdg.it appear to be ’workers religiousness' or ! work- 
erxsm', to-day shows the conscious choice which allowed BR 
to ,orm the basis for giving a concrete strategic dimen~ 
sion to armed struggle. Theory and practice were dialec- 

de ^}° ped , in s0m& ba<!iG analysises which identi- 
fiedthe working ci.ass in it? political/historical/struc¬ 
tural central! ty, yet which identified Italy as "a weak 
x jjiK in the i mper ialist chain 1 '. An awareness of this an¬ 
alysis is now the property of the consciousness of the 
whole revolutionary movement, and is shown to be com¬ 
pletely correct. 

c) The maturation of pratical experience, and the >*eap- 
propriatjon of the mrxist-leninist conception of the 
State, are the two main elements which have made the at¬ 
tack on the heart of the State possible. From the So«si 
operation onwards, this has been the basis on which armed 
struggle has been waged. (This anti-capitalist and anti 
-imperixaist approach was inherited from the.actions of 
Arpd Proletarian Groups - the fir-t organization to 
attempt to found armed struggle directly on the impulses 
and contents of the struggle of '68). It is mainly the 
question of the State, and the need to attack inside it, 
which _.a s distinguished this organization from the great- 
■', ir ~r' 5 ?f r ^ ^torical revisionist presence inside the 
w 0 9 o._ the Left, moreover, it has been the cuestlon 
W.uch has let.many vanguards identify with that attack, 
piaying a decisive role in the development of armed 
stru-gio ar.d the aggregation of new forces. 

3 ) Lhe formal specificity and propagandist attack on the 
tate was oil owed by the characterization of the contin¬ 
ental process that was transforming individual European 
o^aoes, alongside exhausting practical/theoretical re¬ 
search into its terms of transform-tion. The attack on 
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the heart of the State brought about a real political 
disarticulation, on the other hand, and was the start of 
a serious practice that aimed "... to smash the bureau ¬ 
cratic and militar y machinery of the State,,.pr econdition 
of any proletarian revolution ". This practice was initi- 
ally sporadic and somewhat specific, but has become a 
genuine campaign of attack and political disarticulation. 
The partiality of the basis of the attack is an element 
that must be criticized, understood and overcome} but 
there is no doubt that this combattenti organization has 
effectively faced the question of imperialist restructur¬ 
ing, and has carried out, to a high degree, a function of 
organized political/military revolutionary direction (it 
must be emphasized that the Coco and Croce actions, the 
campaigns against the Christian Democrats and tne Press, 
are the beginning of a strategic phase of disarticula¬ 
tion) which, in prison, had given life to the revolution¬ 
ary movement of proletarian prisoners. 

Finally, we believe like Lenin that " without revolution ¬ 
ary theory there can be no revolutionary movement ", and 
the debate on armed struggle that developed in Italy over 
recent years did, and still takes place largely within 
the theoretical framework that BR managed to produce from 
their practical experience, 7 e can summarize this as; the 
characterization of Italy as the weak link in the imperi- 
alist chain and the assertion of the reality of the rev¬ 
olution; the interpretation of the crises in structural 
terms; the role of the State; role of revisionists; the 
necessity of the Fighting Party; the characterization of 
the transformation of the Nation-State into the Imperial¬ 
ist State of the Multinationals. 

The effectiveness of a strategy of attack and simultan¬ 
eous revolutionary growth, depend largely on the capacity 
for continous analysis and understanding of the ever- 
-growing preventative advance of the impwrialist revolu¬ 
tion on the one hand, and the contradictions and problems 
to be resolved for buj Iding the party on ths other. 













POLITICAL RECORD OF THE N.A.P 

“-- -- ... _ • 

as a « al ^ of the KucleiArmata 
W ?7 the ~ N ap » ; e ^P eriance * ^rom October 1974 to January 
8 actions expressed some of the highest 7 
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birth of the W/P . j *. . f direct element in the 
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common denominate), the' movement tf’Drll.t’ *" lmp ? rtant 
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change the tL™ oOftTabsS^f ^ •«* 
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3 cl. vas in resisting the armed attack "? S fZTr? 
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building a new level of consciousness and an a r ood inia- 
tive; it could only do this by inserting its ov.m struggle 
within a general project of armed struggle. 

Natuarally, Lotta Continua . up to then the main political 
organizational reference point for the proletarian pris¬ 
oners, wouldn't take part in any way in such a programme. 
Ar this became increasingly clear, by the end of '73 ,-:nd 
the beginning of ' 7 ^, a series of comrades in favour of 
the armed struggle road left lotta Continua.- These in¬ 
cluded both external militants from the Lotta Continua 
prison commission, and also prisoners who had developed 
their own actions on the inside with Lotta ConUnua a s 
their reference point, 

A split took place around th9.se same problems and posi¬ 
tions, inside Lotta Continua in Florence, where it inclu¬ 
ded a number of the most important milit ants involved in 
prison work from the outside. This happened in a situa¬ 
tion where there had already beer, previous unsuccessful 
attempts to organize in the area of armed struggle; and 
although such failui'es caused a certain less of momentum, 
the debate on these topics was nonetheless broad, 
throughout the whole Florentine movement, creating a 
situation completely suitable for the growth of armed 
struggle. 

In Naples the armed struggle debate began la ter - around 
the end of 5 ^ 3 * &t a time when the tensions between 
classes had reached rather high levels ( the 'cholera 
crises', tne anti-proletarian 'reclamation' of the city); 
and the movement in Naples had seen moments of struggle 
intense enough to provoke debates between comrades coming 
from different situations, mostly from Lotta Continua, 
Basically the debate was about' a' militant practice in the 
struggle against repression, and about the increasingly 
clear absurdity of any reformist hypothesis in a social 
structure like Naples, Many moved to the armed struggle 
line and initial practices. To avoid any misunderstand¬ 
ing, we must underline that the existance, actions and 
slogans of the Red Brigades were of the greatest impor¬ 
tance for the militants coming both from the prison and 
from Florence and Naples, and provided a strong stimulus 
- even though there was no direct contact and the actual 
positions of the Re^ Brigades were only roughly known. 


32 






Th® history of the NA]P went through three different peri- 


FIRST INITIAL FIRICD 

tofirSo'f 4 ; ;^ e f5rst month ® <* and ending on Co- 
° f th9 f a ”f ^ esr wlth tha failure of the Fiaz- 
~ ~ U ° ertl - appropriation in which two comrades f e n ^d“ 
Uo other, were wounded and captured following a gunfight 
vj i n the carabinieri. ■< “ 

v® ,rfe f e ra ced with two kinds of need: for the c-rowth and 

2S 1 ™\i° n °l th9 COmrades ' through debated par¬ 
ticular through combat, and secondly the attempt to de¬ 
fine a precise project of armed struggle. 


™'d Lt r° eS f se finance, of armed attack 

and the construction of a clandestine and semi-clandes- 

comrJ« n ’ Ur9S : f ^ eXtremel 'f important| through these, 

the S?°* ° a ^ 8 t02 ® ther aRd ware able to form 

,v level of military encounter in which 

they engageo formed an essential moment in the dovelon- 
rent of collective military capacity leading at the time 
:! f mar Sinalx3a,.ion of those ‘wait and see’ oositions 
°L*J° 8 ! not P ro P ar ® d to take full part in an effective 

th7t S i r J^w e aF r " iC9 * The Political debate centred on 
the need to define, on the basis of our experience, a 

P™grarjre °f armed s trv S zle with respect to the particular 

»M=h iti® 9 rs au r. iat *“> ths 

Jtl rr !* la-her tnan general and strategic discus- 
f armed struggle. The debates with other "rouos of 
corarados put. as it, first priority th. advsnUre 

° f flghtin S toeethor in th. short Urn, ra- 

iZet Tt "roM?™5ie S ^ R r d / 0 ^ 0t . ’' dth <>«>~ «P~- 

theory and prlctic.'tSSt'H !' Mat “ ° l9ar 

P*oleUrtf“(?rol t 8 tjH UOed t” P9rit>1 

(Proletarian Autonomy) - which was b Tsed on ' 

on th n oth 3n " ° n th ® ° pen split With Lotta Continue, and 
on th other, on an artieulate analysis of the stru'^l^ 

Son of m °!r e ° f P ro ^otarian prisoners and of throne- 

slogan of 1 armed proletarian prisoners with the 

debased i„ * stragglo for communism. Other topics were 
decayed in a way which was p-enoral^ F . 
confused. generally ruw.er informal and 



The first actions (break-ins and attacks on the Fascist 
Farty offices) weren't carried out publicly, mainly be¬ 
cause our organization was neithor organizationally nor 
politically large enough. It was still generally politi¬ 
cally inadequate to begin an anti-fascist practice as a 
combattenti organization. 


The situation had changed by October, when the 'megaphone 
action (with a final explosion) was carried out in front 
of the prison - considerable political homogeneity and 
organizational structure had been developed. All the com¬ 
rades saw in the prisons a valid strategic aim. The poli¬ 
tical and organizational hypothesis of the autonomous 
nuclei was more precisely definedj and from this came the 
decision to sign, and to pubically put forward to the 
revolutionary movement, our slogans and political hypoth¬ 
esis. The action at UCI came through similar evaluations 
in ivaples. The rough and ready and immature nature of our 
practice wa« shown first by a series of mistakes in the 
’megaphone' action, which, led to many comrades being 
picked up, and above .all by the failure at Piazza Alber¬ 
ti. In the latter case political immaturity, underestim¬ 
ation of the problem of self-finance, and the failure to 
digest all the military experience that we had gained in 
the previous months, were decisive factors, 

Is a whole, evaluating this initial period, it is clear 
how combat is the centre of gravity, both for the aggre¬ 
gation and for the political/military growth of the or¬ 
ganization, This fundementally correct practice clashed 
with the difficulty and delay in overcoming our tendency 
to spontaneity and dispersion, both regarding the organ¬ 
ization's internal debate, other external revolutionary 
realities, and also regarding military action and the 
building of structures. 

SECOND FERIC-D 

After the big let-down of the attempted expropriation at 
Piazza Alberti in Florence, the situation appeared po¬ 
litically as an utmost need to get away from the stage 
in which will, capacity, individual initiative, approx¬ 
imation and spontaneity were the dominant elements in 
our activity. Consequently, in organizational terms, the 
nuclei structure began to attach more importance to lo- 
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nfisUc set-ups and to taka, steps in" this"direction at a 
level of clandestinity more suited to the political-mil- 
_itary aims that we w anted to achieve, 

'*th the big expropriation: of the industrialist Moccia in 
December ' 74 , conditions were created which allowed a 
leap in political and orgainzational maturity by October, 
Investigative work was done through armed break-ins and 
raids on the offices of the FI 7 L (Neapolitan equivalent 
of the CRD in Turin). “ 

A large number of comrades should have been functioning 
in Rome, divided into two nuclei; another nucleas should 
have been operating in Naples, all in clandestinity. In 
practice no strategic programme existed, except " create 
§ud organize ten, a hundred, a thousand armed proletarian 
nucleinor had a privileged reference point been pre¬ 
cisely defined. The slogan of attacking the State took 
priority, emphasizing its repressive apparatus, which was 
the strongest and most defended but was also the most 
clearly anti-proletarian and closest to the political 
struggles of the Organization and of the movement. More¬ 
over, it was thought that here the greatest results could 
be obtained, in the senss of propaganda on the 'possibil® 
Sty' of attacking the State, 

In the absense of a real programme of intervention and 
organizing inside the movement, the very simple nuclei 
structure made for the greatest fighting agility - the 
organization's main aim in this period. Also the massive 
influx into the capitax city, as complete political cen¬ 
tre, j.ust be viewed in this light; January and February 
saw the actions against the State prosecutor Di Katteo, 
the^Circolo Ufficiali and the Socialist Party car park, 
at the time „when the Leggo Reale measures were being en¬ 
acted. 

The Naples nucleas received a hard blow due to an ooera— 
tional accident in the month of March - a comrade was 
killed and many others were identified. Almost all the 
structures and most of the comrades in Rome disappeared. 
The intervention in Naples, a city where the Organization 
could rely on an extensive political background, under¬ 
went a breakdown which tho Organization wasn't able to 
recover from in times to come. It is at this time that 
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the police offensive by the Nuclei Anti Terror!-?ao (anti 
-terrorist squads), formally instituted only a month be¬ 
fore, is concretised, and the Organization comes to be 
hunted on the basis of i^s existence - just as the BR 
had been aftar the Sossi operation, 

Eut the Organization as a whole did not grow politically 
due to the disorganization and disoersion of debate 
between the different nuclei, and also because of the 
absence of a programme cf work and intervention inside 
the movement. In practice the subjective refusal to be a 
moment of direction (as shown by the interview with the 
-■2.th October nucleus in June *75) did not permit a 
growth encompassing the whole organization, in - dialec¬ 
tical vanguard-mass relation with the movement. Nor did 
it permit the organic construction of the organization 
out of the readiness of the movement itself and its ob¬ 
jective demand for leadership, 

cnee the confrontation had stepped up, the organization¬ 
al structure and work methods of the nuclei warn into 
deep crises. Pels was clearly due to the failure of the 
action against the criminal asylum of Aversa, when one 
com. ade fell, which affected all the nuclei, during June 
and July, iftor a period of reorganization, the~e was an 
attempt to resume the October activities - though work¬ 
ing on the political hypothesis of autonomous nuclei - 
with a three-pronged attack in Bilan, Rome and Naples, 
During the preparation for this another three comrades 
were arrested, 

what is significant and important to understand about 
this period is the political, military and organizational 
syn.hesis that it represents: beyond mere spontaneity and 
the desire to fight, into the extreme combativity of the 
organization as a whole. This soon brought to maturity 
those contradictions which were superficially military 
ana organizational, but which were really based on unre¬ 
solved political problems. 


third feriqd 


with the Octooer 75 breakdown and the very serious ensu¬ 
ing difficulties, our profound political, military and 
organizational inadequacy became obvious. Die unavoidable 


necessity to overcome these failings, and to analyse the 
general situation which, in our view, demanded a return 
to action «s soon as possible, formed the basis of recon- 

r T lte lf n fche vision to build a cen- 
f or 2 an i-nation. Tni s was necessary because very 

ohLf J ^ C ° mra - 9 f W J° had Uken P art ^ the orevious 
pha... of the organization were functioning in practice as 

7ed H f direct ^ 0n of militants; contact with the 
red Brigades was axso important - for the first time we 
had the chance to actively compare ourselves with their 
political programme and model of centralized organization. 

:iew militants were coming from Naples, from sectors of 
the movement where the organization had intervened pre¬ 
viously, and above all from the prisons - comrades in ' 
mass struggles and in the political collectives of the 
proletarian movement. They joined the K J not *o much 
from having encountered the political fine of the organi¬ 
zation, but from their total identification with th®“ ‘ 
^f/ raxis ln Ration to the targets that had been at- 
W ° r S a " izati ^l necessity, and because of the 

S .— ~ t s e ~ rUfi ) situation of these com- 

The ld b ? that of cla ^ostine militants. 

x d ion was rebuilt with these forces, devoting 
much aff°rt to technical and lo 5 i 5 tic aeotcra 1 SfKd 
always been a weak point. So the polltical-militaryin¬ 
tervention of the organization recommenced in January. 

ibe attack was directed against the military and repres- 
a persons and structures which were judged to be^ar- 

ou° or'fL^T ^ ^ VirtU9 ° f the ta ^cs they carried 
t !?® lr . s " ra ''fS ic (e.g. the Carabinieri). 

Our political intervention aimed on the one hand to rec- 
commence cho work in the prisoners 5 movement and the 
wor< in Naples, and on the other hand to begin an inter-‘ 
vention m the proletarian movement in Rome. 

From April onwards, serious difficulties emerged in 
broadening and articulating our activity and' increasing 
be levei of attack - leading to such indecisive actions 

arHo 6 aian ?ris0n Inspectorate or to 

actions wniohoidn’t fufill their aims, like the attempt 

Nanl« /l 1 Ann °* The P ol itical interventions 
®f and R °f® proceeded ju s t as sluggishly with prob- 
s m identifying political and structural priorities 



on which to concentrate the work of reconstruction. In 
the prisons, we weren't really able to maintain relations 
with prisoner militants, nor to develop a line of inter¬ 
vention and organization in the movement of proletarian 
prisoners. 

These deficiencies gave rise to a cumulative slowdown in 
military activity, a total absence of organizational in¬ 
tervention in the case of the escape from Lecce and the 
military mistakes with the arrests in Roma and Turin in 
September, Immediately afterwords OUR relationships with 
the Red Brigades (which had been progressing in theory 
and practice - despite some difficulties - to the point 
that it would have been quite possible to propose a date 
for the unification of the two combattentl organizations) 
reached a crises. That crises was due in fact that the 
debate hadn't considered the full importance of the dif¬ 
ferent social and political backgrounds from which the 
^i^ eren ces and unevenesses between the two organizations 
or i gs n-’’tori. lhese woro elements that had to bo overcome, 
dj alec Id rally and not ignore ^ or forced by organizational 
solutions. In fact the debate was, on the contrary, only 
posed in terms of the need to integrate the two organiza¬ 
tions as far as necessary to achieve unification. Inis 
unresolved contradiction brought a halt to the unifica¬ 
tion process, and a consequent return to a relationship 
of simple collaboration, 

ine trial at raples arrived at a time when the organiza¬ 
tion was politically weak because it had no well-defined 
programme, and because the unification process - which 
had been the main political aim behind all the work of 
the past year - was interrupted. We were also organiza¬ 
tionally weak due to the losses in September, considerab¬ 
ly reducing our capacity for political and military in¬ 
tervention. Notwithstanding that, wi-th the guerrilla 
trial in Naples the NAP lived through the most signifi¬ 
cant and complex clash in their history, and one of the 
most important that the armed struggle in Ital3 r has so 
far developed. VIth the actions of Noce and Pozzouli, 
and throughout the whole development of the trial, they 
attacked the central points of the State repressive 
apparatus at the highest level; the movement participa¬ 
ted extremely broadly, especially in Naples, with mil¬ 
itary actions and mass demonstrations. 
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But th ls was also the time when all our Internal contra¬ 
dictions had now ripened, and it was no longer oossibls 

: a °,;°!o P t 0 n V^Ke need to dialectically overcome them. Ihe 
main contradiction that is sharpened is the' 
one between the level at which political-military en¬ 
counters are fought out, and the capacity of NAP to 
juild organization within the movement, Thj <? .-’sopite the 
huge responsiveness shown by the movement - in Naples 
and among the proletarian prisoners in and out of pri~ 
son. Hie inability to resolve this contraction, which 
is seen throughout the NAP experience, proved decisive. 

In the face of a very severe attack (the manhunts on the 
outside, and the creation of a special prison to transfer 
ali the militants inside the prisons) a process of disor- 
Z had b ®fn which led to the physical destruc¬ 
tion of the organization by July 1977, "Deportation to 
Asisnara is the first step in the project of Special Pri¬ 
sons} its birth comes directly from the level reached by 
Lie confrontation in the general field, in which the 
Naples trial was a central moment'’’, 

CONCLUSIONS 

Tne beginning of the activity of the Nip - situated in a 

strat/Jr 6 3 'vanguard * has a principal task to demon¬ 
strate the necessity or possibility of armed struggle - 

oZtrt J ff the on the State at the 

centre ox its own practice, but without placing this in a 
context^that went beyond the tactical limits of the phase 
xtself i,o be superceded. ^ 

**** In considering the construction of the organization 
simpiy as an opportunity to fight in the short-term with- 
no ™ °c ° tal 0 ^ land »stinitp, this left u s with 

, . P ss , ^ S r °wing as s comoattenti organization 
wmle simultaneously developing a presence in the move- 
rcenu, 

--intervention wasn't related to the ,U SS reality in 

wMch 2! 0 rff2 15! f tion actually being built and from 
which the militants came. So the attack on the State, de- 
finedascompiete and general, and actions relating to 
specify class realities, defined a s particular and spe- 
rJl' =*,, 0pe r a f ed severely out of phase with each other. In 
fact, the intervention aimed at winning over as much as 





possible those inclined towards fighting, without bother¬ 
ing to make the armed struggle line win inside the move- 
or 2 aniza tion also adapted the responsiveness to 
iighting a s its basic criterion in choosing its militants, 
disregarding thsir political solidity. 

**** The undervaluation of the strategic dimension of 
armed struggle reduced our capacity to understand what 
direction the situation was tending to go towards, in re¬ 
lation to military restructuring and repression. So when 
repression came it always found us only partly prepared, 
resulting m a very heavy loss of comrades and breakdown 
of structures. Leanwhile, the work of reconstruction was 
carried out mainly on the basis of strength of recovery 
and improvement on the operational (military and organi¬ 
zational/ level of the organization, thus avoiding the 
contradiction without substantially changing our praxis, 

* ' The incapacity to overcome these contradictions, 
shown in our history, forces u s to conclude that in the 
theory and practice the £AF was unable to develop its own 
practice correctly and root itself in the reality of the 
class, in the organisms of proletarian struggle. This 
came about mainly through the restriction of our areas of 
the intervention itself. 


**** Notwithstanding this, it must be recognized that the 
practice of the R\T, in attacking the State’s repressive 
apparatus, has in most cases functioned as the leadership 
in the confrontation, posing strategically valid and po-* 
■Luj.oa^xy decisive elements of consciousness for the 
growth of the entire revolutionary vanguard. From these 
contents it has been possible to build organization and 
cor..<a o, wording From within the sub-proletariat and the 
mat ginal and emarginated sectors of the orolotari at — 
class sectors which are 'tending to increase numerically 
and politically in the imperialist con tries, and whose 
significance in the revolutionary process can be seen 
booh historically and in actual reality. 


v Finally, from 197^ to 197^, at a decisive time for 
the maturation of the phase of armed propaganda,. the. ac¬ 
tions of I.At contributed in a very important way - which 
it would be absurd to undervalue - to the growth of armed 
struggle and of the revolutionary movement. 
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ik Kaans for us to understand these mistakes, Identify 
ho suojecoive ana objective contradictions, and crntrib 

'^bo ° n i •'!?• s ! r ’ asls to bui ^ing the FIGHTING PARTI and to 
oho political recomposition of the metropolitan proletar 
iau in attacking the State. 


RED BRIGADE S: DISSID ENT PAPERS 

I,™! p!t 1 °“ r 1 "f "“ clc has been reprinted from Autonomla: 
Post-Political Politics. Volume III, No. 3, 1980]- 

This document, attributed to Valerio Morucci and Adri- 

toMt^Tr* ^° th ^ PriS ° n SinCe 1979) ’ was sent 

to Lotta_Cpntmua in July, 1979. It is the first public 

recognition of dissension within the Red Brigades. 

In order to fully understand this document, it is ne¬ 
cessary to keep in mind the nature of the BR’s internal 
organization as mall as their specific position "u5f 
the revolutionary movement in general. 

unirf^ are i ° rgani ? ed into autonomous columns which com- 
nicate only at their summit, i.e. through the Strate¬ 
gic Direction. The five columns of the organization 
correspond to the five main Italian cities (there are 

dent e'en r 0Uth) ‘ ^ C ° lumn iS divided ** -depen¬ 
dent cells. Gravitating around the clandestine organi- 

:i °? P f° p ? r> a wider zone of militants take care of 
I 1 the lo 8 lsltlc work (propaganda, communication, 
etc.). These are the MPRO (Proletarian Movement for 
Offensive Resistence). 

Although the most powerful organization, and the only 
one to actually operate at the national level, the BR 
are not by far the only combatant unit. Other clandes- 
ine formations, independent from, but linked to, the 
R are also active in various areas of the country. A 
complex and fluid network of autonomous - but not 

at a ioca]“evels!” ed “ 1SO , 

The "Dissenting Brigadists" document addresses in pri- 
orrt^all the combatant network. It deals with the 






specific problems of armed action. It could not, there¬ 
fore, be too explicit nor easily accessible. After sev¬ 
eral attempts at a faithful translation (by Dan Scanlon 
and Wayne Storey), we decided rather to clarify this 
allusive, repetitive and highly rhetorical text in or¬ 
der to give the reader a chance to grasp the nature of 
the dissension declared within the BR as well as the 
indications given to the varios armed groups. In short: 
the authors violently accuse the Stalinist line adopted 
by the "Strategic Direction" of the Organization (0.). 
They advocate a return to grass-root actions and a clo¬ 
ser adherence to the dynamics of social antagonism in 
order to overcome the increasing isolation of the com¬ 
munist fighters. 

TO THE EDITORIAL STAFF 

OF LOTTA CONTINUA 

Comrades: 


lhu mystifications circulated by the press concerning the 
"case of the seven deserters" from the Red Brigades, along 
with an outline of death sentences and insinuations of in¬ 
formants, has persuaded us that the revolutionary movement 
needs to know the political terms of the question. The 
labour document we are sending you clearly shows the exis¬ 
tence of a struggle between two lines," which however 
bitter has nothing to do with the rules of the mafia and 
gangster feuds. 


These deliberate distortions alarm us. We are seriously 
concerned for the physical safety of imprisoned comrades 
- Gallucci's carbons might well be feeding the voices of 
"death sentences." 

We invite the Movement to keep close watch. We warn who¬ 
ever takes part in this' infamous misrepresentation of the 
internal struggle as "mafiosa" and "gangsterish" that we 
use Every means of action to block what is fast be¬ 
coming a concentrated campaign of misinformation about 
the Movement and provocation in respect to imprisoned 
communists. 
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LABOUR DOCUMENT FROM THE DISSENTING BRIGADISTS 

In the early 70 s, after the powerful cycle of workers' 
struggles .and their illegal outcome, the problem of how 
to connect this underground aftermath to a "legal" initi¬ 
ative was hotly debated at the highest levels of the rev¬ 
olutionary movement. 

Put in these terms, the connection between armed struggle 
and legal action couldn't be established,. The transition 
Lo armed struggle had to be acknowledged in its specifici¬ 
ty and in its political and organizational implications. 


In this framework, to put it simply, the initial interven¬ 
tion^ the 0. confused the terms of this problem by as¬ 
serting that it is the autonomy of the working class that 
has to be organized around the armed struggle, and not 
the reverse. 

Lhe major instrument, in that phase, was the Armed Propa¬ 
ganda which attempted to demonstrate the practicability of 
the Armed Struggle. 

In the last two years, the situation has evolved in such 
a way as to affect a reversal of the situation of the 
early ' 70 s. At that time, the specific form or armed spon¬ 
taneity constituted a restraint to the qualitative expan¬ 
sion of the "proletarian struggle"; today, the organiza¬ 
tional and political rigidity of the model that was nec¬ 
essary to provoke that rupture is becoming an impediment 
to the quantitative expansion of the "armed proletarian 
struggle." 

The 0 . does-nat realize that the phase of the single 
strategic direction stifling spontaneity has ended. The 
MPRO requires party cadres, elements capable of organiz¬ 
ing and directing the armed struggle - and not professors 
debating abstract contradictions between "partiality" and 
"strategy". 

Therefore there is no one more legalistic and opportunis¬ 
tic than he who continues toassert the permanent necessi¬ 
ty of an avant-guard role which constitutes, through its 
own directions, a lighthouse in the nocturnal darkness of 
the proletarian "unconsciousness". 




THE STORY OF THE ORGANIZATION 


There are periods in which the "strategic" tendency as¬ 
serted itself within the 0. 

Significantly, in September 1976, the Front organizing 
action within the masses was definitively broken up. The 
0. identified the enemy as the Multinational Imperialist 
State (MIS). The contradictions within the MIS made it 
such that the existence of a "specific" front for politi¬ 
cal action was no longer justified. The consequences of 
this vertical linearity", imposed from above, struck 
mainly those sectors of "recent" political intervention 
in the masses, especially those who had demonstrated a 
capacity for independent analysis most likely to counter 
the tendency towards abstraction inherent to this kind of 
choice. 

IF IT DOESN'T CONCERN THE FACTORY, IT IS SECONDARY 

This point of view was limited historically by its strict 
emphasis on the economic re-structuring of big industry. 
This disregard for the overall social level relegated the 
new quality of the workers' struggle to the underbrush of 
"partiality" and "secondary" considerations. Unable to 
integrate into its program the political enrichment de¬ 
rived from these struggles, the 0. mechanically reasser¬ 
ted the hegemony of industrial labour, issued from an an¬ 
tiquated, and by now obsolete, conception of "productive" 
work. 

THE DISMISSAL OF MASS INITIATIVE 

The 0. is constantly forced to reduce the State's initia¬ 
tive to political forces (the "Command") and ultimately 
to a single political force, the Christian Democrats. 
Suchan analysis, imposed from above, was found to render 
their attack against these forces inefficient and mispla¬ 
ced. 

The actual dismissal of mass initiative was a decisive 
act. It made impossible for the 0. to intervene from 
within the real class contradictions. 

On the contrary, the total dependence of the Brigades on 
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the central" directives coining from the Counter-revolu¬ 
tionary forces, and nfediated by the direction of the Col¬ 
umn, was, as a reaction, indirectly enhanced. It is from 
the political organization of the Column that the Brig¬ 
ades received the "strategic" indications to be articula¬ 
ted in the field. 

THE ORGANIZATION'S LEADERS COMPLAIN ABOUT THE BRIGADES 

This could lead only to a total failure,, but the 0. still 
Is unable to understand the reasons for this bankruptcy, 
tn fact, the 0. complained bitterly over the years of the 
lack of propositions emanating from the Brigades. They 
were deprived of any possibiltiy to discuss internally 
problems concerning specific situations; they were given 
strategic" indications on targets to strike, based on 
inadequate "general analysis" of the enemy; they were 
constantly warned about the uselessness and danger of 
iheir participating in mass organizations of the Movement; 
they were constantly warned of the "danger" entailed by a’ 
Line aimed at partial objectives. And yet they were sup¬ 
posed to come up with proposititions! 

Another tragic aspect of this choice is that it magnified 
the defensive character of the 0., which had come to 
merely mirror the initiative and the structures of the 
enemy. Here arises this aspect of a "negative" copy of 
the State that will ultimately prove devastating. 

ALDO MORO 

The Moro operation constitutes a quantum leap in the Red 
Brigades attack against the State. This battle represents 
the apex of. the ststegic line of the armed struggle. It 
provides the highest example of the levels of power that 
the proletariat can achieve through the principal instru¬ 
ment of its struggle: organization. It was essential, af¬ 
ter this display of power, to look backwards so that this 
concentrate", this "school" of power be reappropriated 
by the proletarian movement as a whole. 

It is one thing for a group to demonstrate how far prole¬ 
tarian counter-power can reach and it is another to be¬ 
lieve that this example is the actual counter-power of 
the proletariat. Everybody should see the abyss that sep- 




arates these "experimentors" from the rest of the revolu¬ 
tionary movement. Everybody should perceive the lack of ■ 
connection between the offensive level reached by the 0. 
and the scattered character of the attack assumed on the 
horizontal level by the MPRO. 

WHATEVER THE DEATH TOLL 

Something could have been done with the enormous power 
displayed in Via Fani and in the following battle. It 
should have either have been conserved, or converted into 
actions - whatever the death toll - capable of reintrodu¬ 
cing that power into the daily struggle of the proletar¬ 
iat (e.g. the destruction of an electronic control system 
spying on the workers of a big factory). It should have 
been preserved as a powerful reference, and not used as a 
launching pad towards an adventuristic leap into warfare. 

Success goes to one's head: the "strategist" tendency has 
been reinforced by the Moro affair. It appears unlikely 
that, already launched on this dangerous track, the veh¬ 
icle can be stopped. Eager to "denounce" the counter-rev¬ 
olutionary nature of the MIS, the 0. - consciously or not 
- limited its goal to accelerating the pace of war and 
repression in order to "show" the proletariat how "feroc¬ 
ious" the enemy is. It totally neglected the fact that 
prematurely restricting democratic spaces could only 
weaken the proletarian organization. 

THE IMPRISONED COMRADES 

It is, paradoxically, the imprisoned avant-gardes who bet¬ 
ter understood the danger of a "strategicist" deformation. 
The physical separation from the field of action did not 
result in alienating the imprisoned comrades from reality. 
On the contrary, it allowed them the political detachment 
required for thorough reflection at this most delicate 
juncture. Unfortuneatly it is this thoroughness of reflec¬ 
tion that the leaders of the outside lack most. 


Communism doesn't amount simply to overcoming the crises. 
Let's address the meaning of the statement of the Strate¬ 
gic Directive number 3. 
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rh P n T eqUenCe ° f ltS instrurae ntal and defensive use, 
t °? P urai y formal grounds. It keeps reasser¬ 

ts it Lm 6 main Pr ° blem is to attack an d destroy the 

3 " f0rm "’ 3 ^ PliC - 

COMMUNISM WOULD BE POSSIBLE IF 


Contrary to what the 0. theorizes, communism will not be 


The more this contradiction develops, the more does it 
become evident that the growth.of the forces of production 

labour bufthat UP ^ a PP ro P ria tion of alien 

uriate’i-hp-iT- h C ^ ? aSS ° f workers must themselves appro¬ 
priate their own surplus labour...The measure of wealth ' 

!'! hGn n °* an y lon f r , ^ any way, labour time but rlth- 
' deposable time." ( Grundrisse . Notebooks VII). 

Contrary to what the Stalinists think, communism and its 
inode of production, which is superior to that of capital¬ 
ist ^productivity, is not a "system" dictated by the peo¬ 
ple s commissions. It results from a social and political 
process, based on a high level of development of produc¬ 
tive forces, which affirms a "social subject" able to 
destroy and to replace the whole system based on the div¬ 
ision of salaried work. 

WE NEED A PROGRAM 

The party and its program cannot be formulated from the 
point of view of capital and the State it has put into 
power. It cannot assume an analysis of the eneitfy and its 
Initiative as a base on which to model and elaborate an 
attack. 

The first and most probable risk, in such a perspective, 
s to distinguish at the outset between the capacity for 
destabilization and the capacity for a prompt, continous 
and comprehensive counter-position of the working class 
in relation to all other articulations of the capitalist 



MESSENGERS OF DEATH . 

These messengers of misfortune and death who hope in thii 
way to "convince" the masses of the necessity fortaking 
up arms do not even realize that they are addressing a 
working class who have far more than their chains to los< 
and who probably will only decode to take up arms when 
they have achieved a program of power commensurate to 
their own development and to capital's development. Only 
at that point will the "necessity" for war become a posi 
tive affirmation within the growing confrontation of 
classes. 

The opening of a process of guerrilla-type armed-struggl' 
cannot be understood as a mechanical transition from the 
attack on people to the attack on a system. If until now 
the line pursued by the 0., in the armed propaganda phas 
could be seen as a fighting line "in the apparent form o 
terrorism," what is now proposed is a terrorist line "in 
the apparent form of guerrilla-armed struggle." 

THE WORST SPONTANEISM 

The distorted reading of Lenin proposed by the 0. leads 
to the absurd affirmation of the DS3. The practice of 
armed struggle by the masses is thereby defined as a mil 
itarism of the minority. 

It is certain that the MPRO should more and more abandon 
the field of nocturnal attacks (already politically sur¬ 
passed by richer means of struggle) and capture a battle 
ground apt to increase its wealth, creativity and capac 
ty for class recomposition. 

A PROVOCATION PURE AND SIMPLE 

The use of provocation was justified by the necessity tc 
shock the avant-guards in the "legal" area, and it had l 
be essentially a political provocation. Today, on the cc 
trary, there exists various set-ups and structures of tl 
avant-guards organized within the MPRO - and therefore 
still in the field of armed struggle. If instead of 
strengthening these structures, one aims at destroying 
them, the only result that one can expect is a regressii 
of the process of construction of the Fighting Communis 
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Party as well as a "reinforcement" of the "strategicists" 
organizations assured*by the MPRO turncoat. 


Under these conditions, the provocation isn’t political 
anymore, it is provocation pure and simple. 

Ihis is the most difficult moment in the battle: if the 
one organization which had accumulated sufficient prestige 
.md authority in order to impose and direct the construc- 
lon of the Fighting Communist Party, if that organiza¬ 
tion turns away from this role, and in fact operates 
against it, a prisoner of its own ultra-strategicity, it 
8 necessary to impose modifications in the line that are 
Indispensible to bring back within the growth of the rev¬ 
olutionary movement the richness of its own experience. 


PRISONERS’ REPLY 


After the Dissident Papers became publically known, 
the debate on the tactics and strategy of the Red 
Brigades hotted up. While various sections of the 
Movement took position in July 1979 there appeared 
a very long answer signed by all the Red Brigades 
prisoners in the Special Prison of Asinara. 

The inordinate length of the document made integral 
publication impossible for us so we have decided to 
omit the first ten pages which are of a mainly polem¬ 
ical nature and include the remainder of the document. 

Samples of the edited and omitted section are also 
included to familiarise the reader with the style. 

Ik 

.....Summer is the mosquito season. Annoying like mosqui¬ 
toes, come a gang of gentlemen and provocateurs who in 
the interests of imperialist counter-revolution are cir¬ 
cling inside the guerilla movement. 


.They’re not the first ones - they won’t be the last. 

.Every revolution..,, inevitably, drags along mud and 

rubish of every kind on the fringes. 

. We want to speak on this subject, so that no militant 

can say that 'The dissidents are mistaken comrades'. The 
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State is using the crises of representativity and of the 
Party system.,. .very sophisticated means of control, ab¬ 
sorption and recuperation are implemented. 

.The history of a document, unanimously attributed tc 

the Red Brigades, not only by the mass media of the State 

reigme but also by the integrated newsheets.supposed] 

signed by Mr. Valerio Morucci and Ms Adriana Feranda, is 
a clear example of the above technique. We, personally, 
don’t know who these people are, but, judging by their 
writings and behaviour, we can straightaway confirm that 
they are apprentices of psychological counter-insurgency, 
poor headcases used by the counter-revolution. 

DIRECTLY PRODUCTIVE LABOUR 

There are three basic theses around which a political an< 
ideological struggle exists within the proletarian movem< 
of offensive resistance today; these mustn't be underest: 
mated because the struggle emerges from the complex compi 
sition of the metropolitan working class, that is, from 
attempt of the indirectly productive or non-productive 
components to win hegemony over the working class. 

Better to face this problem, because the victory of proL 
tarian revolution in the imperialist metropoles depends 1 
this very question of working class hegemony over the 
proletarian movement of offensive resistance. To assert 
deny the thesis of worker centrality therefore becomes a 
strategic dividing line, and for this reason we will sti 
to this subject, for a while at least. 

"To stay at the highest level of class offensive, nec¬ 
essarily means deepening much further the analysis of 
class composition and of its political behaviour." (1) 

This is what they say. And it's true - but it is either 
banality (in the sense that in an era of rapid structure 
transformation of the economy as a result of the process 
of crises-restructuring-internationalisation of capital, 
it is so obvious that the analyses, schema of work and 
political behaviour can't stay fixed) or a pop-critique 
of the basic thesis on worker centrality. 
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"To deepen the analysis" - 
they continue— would lead us 
to discover in fact a "new 
class composition" would be, 
not surprisingly, to identify 
"productive work" with "the 
exertion of energy and the 
direct handling of goods". 
This interpretation is much 
more apprdpriate to the man¬ 
ufacture period than to the 
phase of 'real subsumption 
of society into capital". 

TRUE - THIS ISN’T RUSSIA 

We are much obliged for 
their explanation that an 

•ri^Uts awaiting 

'sarist Russia of the turn of the century", 
would'be^twofold: COnsequences of this "unforgivable error" 
Firstly: the 18th century statement of worker centrality 

*at\h.°v £fle ? r CrltlCS - evldentl * waters - y 

pea s hLT^ t0 stata in dl =Sust: "iron this it ap- 

P ars that only one sector of the working class can reallv 

task 63 ? " . COnsciou f ess " and has for that reason the 
task of enlightening " its "allies". 

Secondly: the limits of political reference and the way in 
which to relate it.. Qn the contrary, "the task of van¬ 
guards cannot limit itself to defense of the old class 

nTthTd ’ it: . haS t0 t3ke Char * e ° f "the recompos- 

8 bv C a\ tS 88r : Satl0n and , class ^ratification determin- 
ed by capital to constantly overturn the fragmentation 
into new levels of recomposition". 


(1) All quotes, except where otherwise noted, are from 
the dissident Faranda/Morucci document, an edited and 
seperately translated version of which appears above. 
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More precisely,- this is their proposal: the communist van¬ 
guard must "develop the demand for power which expresses 
itself today inside some struggles (hospital workers, 
women...) which constitute for the proletariat a proposal 
to aggregate and integrate the various social components 
inside an as yet imprecise, but tendentially global pro¬ 
ject in which the party would have the task of restoring 
completeness and giving planned structure". 

The game is over, and the centre of gravity has shifted 
from worker centrality, or directly productive work, to 
the centrality*of non-directly productive or non-product¬ 
ive work. This reversal puts to the centre of the revolu¬ 
tionary process elements which, while being proletarian 
or in the process of proletarianisation, are by no means 
attached to the centre of the capitalist mode of product¬ 
ion, nor can be attached to it by falsifications derived 
from the worst bourgeois sociology. 

THE DREAM OF THE PETTY BOUREOISIE 

To deny the centrality of directly productive work: this 
is the dream of all the petit bourgeois ideologues who, 
trying to jump on the bandwagon of the Real movements of 
the non-working class components of the metropolitan 
proletariat, would like to render absolute their own 
relative importance. 

In this effort, there are an awful lot of commonplaces of 
'advanced capitalism' where the dividing lines between 
productive and non-productive work should have been dis- 
olved; the quotations of the magic Grundrisse multiply 
and multiply, stretched like chewing-gum to make them 
fit the whole of society, instead of the factory as it is 
in the text; the charges which maintain this basic tenet 
of marxism, become anathema which would be insulting, as 
for instance the Stalin-paleo-vetero-marxists; the biaves 
are even able to give up their marxist suplice, inside 
which they have hidden their liberal faith for years, and 
which the first blast of wind had exposed in its nakednes 
the more cunning prefer to follow the general complaints 
on the 'end of marxism', minting theories about the-'new 
revolutionary subject' and socialized labour' and playing 
the funeral march for the assembly-line worker. 
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In the capitalist mode of production - even in its present 
historical form - the•divisions be tween productive and 
unproductive work remain f undamental , although they obvi- 
uusly assume specific shapes and forms which must be de¬ 
termined case by case in each social formation, consider¬ 
ed in its process. 

A COMPLEX REALITY WITH WORKING CLASS DOMINANCE 

Any analysis of the objective composition of the metro¬ 
politan proletariat and of the forms of class conscious¬ 
ness which develop within it must begin from these theses. 

We don’t want to attempt such analyses here. But we want 
to synthesise along broad lines what we mean by the metro¬ 
politan proletariat and underline the dialectical rela¬ 
tions which connect each of its forms in a complex total¬ 
ity dominated by the working class. 

Tho general characteristics of the metropolitan proletar¬ 
iat are their separation from the means of production and 
tlieir wage-dependence on the owners of the means of pro¬ 
duction. But not all the layers of workers who could be 
Included in this wide generalisation lie under the same 
relations to capital. We can subdivide the metropolitan 
proletariat into fundamentally different forms, of which 
only one is DIRECTLY counterposed to capital: workers 
directly producing surplus value. 

Directly productive work can, of course, be subdivided 
Into different forms - and it would be the task of a de¬ 
tailed analysis of our social formation to illustrate 
this; but that is not the problem in this context, be¬ 
cause all these forms are homogeneous in their fundamen¬ 
tal characteristics. 

By productive work, we mean that work which is exchanged 
With capital, which objectifies itself in commodif'es 
Which produces surplus value. Marx says "productive work 
meaning capitalist production, is waged labour which, in* 
exchange with the variable part of capital, not only’re- 
produces this part (or the value of its own labour power) 
but also produces a surplus value for the capitalist". By 
productive work we mean that work which, while producing 
and reproducing capital, also reproduces its opposite: it 




is its gravedigger, and unceasingly digs its grave. 

By productive work, we mean that work which transforms 
the conditions of labour into capital and the owners of 
capital into capitalists. 

By productive work, we mean that work which is directly, 
counterposed to capital and which therefore, while indis- 
pensible to it, directly threatens it. 

MASSIFIED WORKER DOESN'T MEAN TO SAY.... 

This direct relationship is a given fact which no word 
game can alter and which no analysis can falsify. 

The fact that in the big mechanised, computerised and 
partly automated factories the production of surplus 
value assumes a collective character doesn t alter the 
terms of the problem, because even here the forms of la¬ 
bour directly involved in the production of surplus value 
are clearly distinct from the mass of labourers as a 
whole. Marx well clarifies this concept when he states 
that "labour, insofar as it is production of value, always 
remains the labour of a single individual, although ex¬ 
pressed in a general form . Therefore productive labour, 
insofar that it is labour which produces value, is always 
in a relation with capital, the labour of a single labor¬ 
ing power of the isolated worker, whatever the social 
combination within which those workers are put in the 
process of production may be. Hence, while capital repre 
sents to the worker the socially productive labour power, 
the productive labour of the worker in relation with cap¬ 
ital always represents only the labour of the isolated 
worker." 

Besides, the disappearence of the characteristic of sin¬ 
gle producer of a finished commodity is exactly what de¬ 
fines the concept of the assembly worker , making him the 
centre of the metropolitan proletariat, and of Lhe revo¬ 
lutionary struggle. Massified worker doesn't mean - as is 
often misunderstood - "assembly line worker" , nor is 
'physical fatigue' his dominant characteristic. Nonethe¬ 
less, the introduction of a Taylorist organization of la 
bour which compartimentalises and reconstitutes gestures 
and rhythms in order to 'scientifically' exploit labour 
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power, more and more deeply expropriating it of any com¬ 
prehension of the work process, of any autonomy and de- 
. sion making, does maximise fatigue, stress and destruc¬ 
tion. The worker .is reduced to the mere exucutor, his 
notion is completely deskilled, and he ha"s" to readapt 
himself as a brainless appendix of the amchine system. 

I'.ven jobs which used to need a minimum qualification are 
disappearing today. The process of expropriation in the 
contemporary factory therefore reaches peaks unsuspected 
In manufacture, consuming alongside surplus value the 
humanity of labourers. And so-called automation, far 
Irom solving this condition, actually aggrevates it. Nev¬ 
er before has labour been more ’manual’, and its best to 
Leave the ideologies of job enrichment to Agnelli (2) and 
Ills union agents. 

THE SCISSORS OPEN OUT 

The other side of this process is the parallel concentra- 

“Vii nt<il ' leCtUal work ' int0 ever more reduced forms, 
which diverge more and more clearly from the mass of 

raiSe ^ 6ir authorit y ins ide the mechanisms 
or capital s command structures.. 

day ^ pitalism the scissors open out between 
manual and intellectual work, and their separation will 
be complete, so that a growing number of the working mass- 
■. m industry commerce and services will be, hurled into 

ductive dltl ° n ° f m3nUal W ° rk ’ b ° th productive *nd non-pro- 


The division and polarisation between manual and intel- 
lectual workers, though cutting across both the directly 
productive labourers and the non-directly productive or 
Bort-productive labourers does not, for that reason cancel 
Out what remains, nevertheless, a fundamental distinction. 

Notwithstanding all the metamorphoses endured bv all the 
•xternal forms of labour in the progression of the work 
process it remains clear that one part of labour is con- 
ymned to produce su rplus value, and this "disgrace", as 

(2) Agnelli is top boss in FIAT, where job evaluation and 
j enrichment plans are highly orchestrated i 




Marx called it, doesn't socialise itself with the exten¬ 
sion of waged labour. 

On the. contrary, this "growing proletarianisation" that 
accompanies the extension of waged labour, can paradoxi¬ 
cally exist merely because of the increase in the amount 
of surplus value produced by directly productive labour. 

So we calmly say that in advanced capitalist society, 
growing strata of workers are thrown into a proletarian 
condition, just because a relatively decreasing quantity 
(something that would have to be demonstrated) of pro¬ 
ductive labourers are compelled to produce increasing 
amounts of surplus value. 

Therefore there is a closer and closer connection between 
directly productive workers and proletarianised social 
strata, yet this doesn't mean a shift towards identity of 
forms. Thus labour in circulation, for example, while not 
producing value reduces the negation of value created; 
this counteracts the tendency of commodities to "lose 
value" in the phase of their realisation. These workers 
are also exploited , therefore, in the sense that part of 
their labour is unpaid. Nevertheless, they don't produce 
surplus value for the capitalist who uses it, just profit. 

Service workers are another example, whether they be 
'state' or private employees: insofar as they do useful 
or parasitical work, their wage appears as an exchange of 
equivalents (i.e. use value for income), hence.they would 
not be exploited. Yet in the era of monopoly capital , that 
capital increasingly becomes owner of the Services - 
therefore in this sense (i.e., in the sense of capital ex¬ 
torting a profit which permits it to economise on incomes, 
thereby increasing surplus value accumulation) service 
workers are exploited too. 

METROPOLITAN PROLETARIAT NOT SOCIAL WORKER 

As we said, we are not making a class analysis; it is 
sufficient to observe that not all wage labour is ex¬ 
ploited labour, and only workers in the production sphere 
are directly counterposed to capital anyway, while those 
in the services and the sphere of circulation (except 
some of their directly productive forms) are only indi¬ 
rectly counterposed. 
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Ihese remarks are necessary to answer those who invited 
us to increasingly cfeepen the analysis of class composi- 
on which, as far as we can deepen, doesn’t allow us to 
cancel out the dividing line between directly productive 
and non-directly productive workers. Nor can it even let 
us consider all wage labourers "as a continous mass of 
labour which today, as opposed to Marx's time, has every¬ 
thing m common", 


I lie most serious error of interpretation" seems to be 
made by those who reduce the metropolitan proletariat to 
it totality that has no contradictions - to "socialised 
workers" who all become equal factors in their confronts- 
Lion with capital. An unforgivable error because by sim¬ 
plifying m this way, they slide out of Marxist analysis 
und open the door to all kinds of attempts to impose the 
hegemony of particular social strata on the entire metro¬ 
politan proletariat. 


Advanced capitalism is not Tsarist Russia at the turn of 
I he century. But that doesn't mean that here and now, di- 
i ectly productive workers have concentrated in themselves 
l ie general interest of the destruction of the capitalist 
mode of production and the construction of a communist 
dociety - that only they have this interest. For this rea. 
non, around them, around their general political pro¬ 
gramme, a recomposition is possible of all those forms 
Indirectly counterposed to capital that articulate and 
determine the metropolitan proletariat. This does not 
mean that each social stratum must negate its specific 
Identity, its particular political interests, but that 
their synthesis in the immediate political programmes has 
their expression and strategic potential only within a 
general movement whose, pivots and timings are, in the 
last analyses, determined by the general political pro¬ 
gramme of the working class. 

W* must not forget that, up to now, we have always been 
•Die to work out all the obstacles thrown up by the im¬ 
perialist counter-revolution, only because we have never 
lost - and m fact have strengthened - our deep roots 
inside the working class. 

Xt is the working class which has led to the entire 
Proletarian Movement of Offensive Resistance, with its 





political programme, and whoever denies that will be de¬ 
feated. History will show if we are not good prophets. — 

THE VANGUARD MUST NOT DENY ITSELF 

Second thesis of the dissidents: the Party was fine at 
the beginning of armed struggle, but today it must dis¬ 
solve into the movement to continue it's vanguard role. 

The gentlemen who wrote that "in the last two years there 
has been such a development in the situation, as to deter¬ 
mine a reversal of the situation of the early sixties" go 
on to add: "If, in that period, armed spontaneity acted 
as a brake on the quantitative expansion of the proletar¬ 
ian struggle, the political and organizational rigidity 
of the model which was indispensable to the imposition of 
that rupture...is today putting the brakes on the quanti¬ 
tative expansion of the real tensions expressed by the 
class, on the proletarian armed struggle". And they con¬ 
clude: "no position is more regressive or opportunist 
than those who go on asserting the necessity of a vanguar< 
role constituting, with its worked out line, the beacon 
light of the dark night of proletarian unconsciousness". 

According to them, the role of the Party is outdated - 
perhaps it worked yesterday, but to persist on these 
lines in today's new conditions is "arrogance, presump¬ 
tion, property of a group and not of a proletarian van¬ 
guard". That is, to be a proletarian vanguard today, one 
must refuse a vanguard role! Moreover, they add, if stra¬ 
tegy exists already in a new class composition, what pur¬ 
pose would the action of a Party serve? 

Its an old story: armed spontaneity has always been 
preaching that the vanguard must dissolve itself into the 
movement. We were told before, back in 1965 by N ever A g a i; 
Without a Gun , when they gave us our walking papers in 
their little magazine, which more or less read as follows 
The Red Brigades were a small motor which started the big 
engine, and that's fine - but now that a fighting movemen 
has been born, what do we need a Fighting Party for? 

THE LEAP TO THE PARTY ■ 

For us, the problem has been and is posed in other terms. 
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1‘lrstly, we must remind those forgetful heads that since 
Lhe beginning our milftancy has taken place within real 
movements of the classes, i.e., armed propaglHdSTction 
hud xts place within and at a higher point of the struggle 
which was being built by the metropolitan proletariat. 

It was precisely this position which allowed us to trans- 
lorm the action of armed propaganda into Organization, to 
lest and where necessary rectify the direction of our 
lighting, to resist the severest repression, to grow as 
u politico-military vanguard, to contribute to the matur¬ 
ing of a Proletarian Movement of Offensive Resistance 
which today, with its consistence and maturity, has as- 
Mumed the dimensions of a mass revolutionary movement. 

We have been forced, precisely by this evolution of the 
objective situation, pushed on by the crises and our his¬ 
tory m them, to face the necessity of a qualitative leap: 
l.lio leap to the Party. : v 


l«e rt a inly a difficult leap, needing as it does among other 
hings a deeper understanding of a basic principal of our 
rganization -that is, "the Party is the vanguard element 
oL the revolutionary mass movement, and therefore is at 
the same time both part of this movement, and distinct 
from it. Part of in the sense that it is completely inter¬ 
mit, meaning that its militants - whatever organizational 
form they assume, clandestine 'legal'... - constitute the 
backbone of this movement - its revolutionary lever its 
political/military vanguard". 


"Distinct from it in the sense that the Party keeps its 
own polltical/military/organizational autonmy, that is 
through operating within.the revolutionary mass movement. 
It neither dissolves into it nor assumes its identity be¬ 
cause its revolutionary function doesn't limit itself’to 
the specificity of single situations or to distinct com¬ 
ponents of the metropolitan proletariat". 


AN IMMEDIATE POLITICAL PROGRAMME 


It is a political leap, not merely an organizational one, 
because to be internal’ to a specific class movement in 
this transitional conjuncture firstly needs the political 
capability to unify the particular interests of this 





movement into an immediate political programme. But this 
programme is not - as the spontaneists claim - the immed¬ 
iate expression of the most urgent interests that each 
proletarian sector must work out. Rather, it expresses 
those real strategic interests that are allowed to be as¬ 
sumed day by day insofar as the relations of power permit. 

And besides, it's not even, as economism claims, a plat¬ 
form of demands. In other words, the immediate programme 
is by no means as elevation of the economic struggle: the 
resistence to capitalists as Engles said, in relation to 
the political struggle, is a struggle in which we want to 
underline the specific political objective of political 
power - State power. 

We'd like to recall Marx and Lenin, who were very clear 
in this respect: "the political movement of the working 
class has of course, as its final aim, the seizure of po¬ 
litical power for the working class, and a preliminary 
organization of the working class, born and developed to 
a certain extent in its own economic struggles, is nec¬ 
essary". 

To these words of Marx, Lenin adds: "It is not enough to 
say that class struggle becomes real, consolidated, de¬ 
veloped, only when it embraces the political terrain. 
Marxism acknowledges that class struggle is only complet¬ 
ely mature, 'national', when it not only embraces politics 
but when it extracts the essential element from politics: 
State power". 

Its better to clarify another point as well: the relation 
between economic and political struggle. Economism has 
always caused much confusion on this question - making 
class politics come out of economics. But.political strug¬ 
gle is not just a "more developed, active and wider form 
of the economic struggle" as Lenin has noted; it has a 
specific objective - the State. Nor is it a question of 
giving " a political character to an economic struggle", 
but of asserting the primacy of the political struggle 
over the economic one; this means the same today as yes¬ 
terday - "the essential and decisive interests of the 
classes can only be satisfied by radical political trans¬ 
formations". Again Marx: "each movement with which the 
working class counterposes itself as a class to the dom- 
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I"ant classes and tries to exert external pressure on 
I bum, is a political movement". 

Kor example, the attempt to win a reduction in the work¬ 
ing day from a single capitalist in a sigle factory, or 
»vcn in a single industry, with strikes etc. , is merely 
Hn economic movement; by contrast, a movement to obtain a 
law for an eight hour day etc. is a political movement. 
And in this way from isolated economic movements of work— 
wch, political movements surge and develop, everywhere. 
Tlmt is, a class movement to realize its interests in a 
gimeral form that would have a coercive force in the 
social arena. If its true that a serious preliminary or¬ 
ganization must precede these movements, in themselves 
they are also means of developing this organization.... 
this organization must become capable of undertaking a 
decisive Campaign against the collective political power 
of the dominant classes, otherwise the working class re- 
fflnlns a puppet in their hands. 

On not just this question, we are absolute Marxist-Len- 
llllsts. 


TO COUNTERACT COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

The immediate political programme therefore must intend 
to be a programme of power, which expresses a relationship 
Of power and which has State power as objective. For this 
fiason it constitutes the revolutionary lever that will 
give life to the organization of class power, to revolu¬ 
tionary mass organizations, surpassing the immediate con¬ 
juncture and sectoralism, inserting them into a decisive 
dialectic between revolution and counterrevolution. 

I 

d®oder synthesises this fundamental Leninist thesis verv 
iffectively, in stating "The revolution must move from 
first instances onto the political level of the coun— 
lir-revolutionary process. And if it doesn’t counteract 
lha level of counter-revolution by its initiative, it 
prapares its own defeat and is bound to fail". 

|0 while the immediate political programme takes up the 
gpacific strands of the essential interests of each sec¬ 
tor of the proletariat, it. binds them, with the Party's 
iative, into a u nifi ed strategic plan, a common pro— 





ject to construct Red Power, a general political pro¬ 
gramme . 

Returning to an earlier point, one can ask how those who 
accused us of having "badly read" Lenin, could make the 
amzing statement:"Comrade Lenin kindly for our sake has 
always based the task of the Party merely on theien-rich- 
ing of the economic struggles..." leading one to believe 
that for Lenin the real problem was that of giving a 
political character to the economic struggle! 

A striking accident? Or maybe this rough falsification 
follows a - perhaps strategic - objective? We must assume 
this: in attacking what they call 'strategic tendency' 
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<md implicitly affirming their economism, even our critics 
practice a defined strategy — the strategy of mystifica- 
l Ion, lies and trickery. This is further demonstrated by 
l.he fact that the instrumental reversal of Lenin, to 
which we have already alluded, isn't the only one in 
their document; they also reverse the February '78 thesis 
of the strategic resolution for their counter—revolution- 
wry ends. And these two treatments are strictly inter-re¬ 
lated - both are used to show that in the Red Brigades 
"the spontaneous mass tendency, to fight f^r concrete so- 
i Ial and economic goals of power and objectives of recom¬ 
position, has been wiped out, having been defined as 
'spontaneist economism'. 

THE ATTEMPT TO DISCREDIT THE STRATEGIC RESOLUTION 

But this "mass tendency" is not precisely explained and 
therefore , remaining historically and geographically in¬ 
determinate, it can be smuggled in, like an all-embracing 
tendency - eeouomie/social/power - of recomposition. One 
might have expected something more from those who claim 
Lo raise themselves to the level of Knights of Proletarian 
Movement o F Offensive Resistence; from those who claim to 
be discrediting the strategic resolution. 


In the latter, there is in fact a thesis completely oppos¬ 
ed to that denounced by its "bad readers". It is said that 
the Proletarian Movement of Offensive Resistence doesn't 
reflect a homogenous movement but, on the contrary, an 
irena of struggle and of 'partial movements', very varied 
in them sel ves but linked by a_ common denominator: their 
opposition to the process of crises/restructuring of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie. Provoked by powerful economic and 
political causes, this opposition expands and grows, not¬ 
withstanding those who would like to Interfere with it by 
BOnfining it within'legal constraints'. Though itusuper- 
ficially appears as a gathering of ’partial movements' 
Without links, snd as a loose explosion of 'fighting nuc- 
-*- s reality a unified whole, a solid lasting 
Movement.. .Certainly neither the composition nor the sub¬ 
jectivity of the Proletarian Movement of Offensive Resis¬ 
tance is homogenous, and a political and ideological ; 
Itruggle goes on among the different components...The 
Itabilization of this extremely fragmented situation at 
the subjective_JLevel_ - which has even been theorised by 
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some damn opportunists -inevitably favours a reverse to¬ 
wards the political tendencies fundamentally' and and 
principally characterised as 'armed spontaneity' and in 
some cases provokes the exhaltation of the conditions 
which define its tactical weakness...For this reason it's 
important that inside the Proletarian Movement of Offen¬ 
sive Resistance, a political and ideological struggle is 
waged against the spontaneist and economist tendencies 
which turn into armed minoritarianism and, paradoxically, 
into militarism.. .but lest this political and ideological 
struggle be reduced to a sterile polemic, it must be or- 
ented to the unity of the movement!"_ ...____ 

Here's an answer from us to our tricksters: the following 
nevers appears in the strategic.resolution - ,r it clearly 
appears that the meaning of a dialectic between vanguard 
and mass is reduced to a one-dimensional mission to bring 
clarity to the unbelievers and pagans who think of mater¬ 
ial things". NOR does "when the spontaneist mass tendency 
to fight for concrete objectives is wiped out". Nor does 
"is causing confusion between economy and economism, be¬ 
tween spontaneity and spontaneism". And where in the res- 
olutiondo you find the "erroneous" statements that "iden¬ 
tify as armed minoritarianism and militarism, the majori- 
tarian mass practice of armed struggle"? And, finally, wh 
has "badly read 'What is to be Done'" and even the Strate 
gic Resolution? 

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNTER- GUERRILLAS 

Now, lets get to the point, to the profound meaning of 
the attack waged against the so-called 'strategic tenden¬ 
cy'. For us, these two very words used by the psycholog-, 
ical counter-guerrilla debutantees refer to the correct 
line which, inside the Red Brigades, has put and continue 
to put politics in command.’ 

This was their target. The central thesis of the Red Bri¬ 
gades, which says " Take the fight into the heart of the 
State means that the revolutionary communist forces must 
put themselves at the head, organize and lead proletarian 
nad armed mass movements, guiding their attack: in every 
phase against theprincipal contradiction, in every con¬ 
juncture against the principal aspect of this contradic¬ 
tion, into the heart of the State - Definitely!" 
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Iliis* can also be discerned in the liquidators' attack on 
the strategic framework in which the 'Moro action' would 
ln> an apex. In their opinion, on the one hand this action 
constitutes the ultimate exemplification of how potenti- 
ally powerful the proletariat can be in challenging the 
State f using the principal instrument of its struggle - 
the organization. On the other hand, it expouses the "re- 
I lective character of the Organization, not spinning as 
line and framework of the structures around the proletar¬ 
ian offensive, but mirrored in the structures if the ene¬ 
my . in other words the Red Brigades would be the "nega¬ 
tive side of the State", i.e. a 'vanguardist' organization 
whose sole preoccupation is to show "how fierce the State 
is to- the whole proletariat. 

Unmaskers ; more than communist revolutionaries, the Bri- 
gadists have offered some sort of big spectacle to the 
whole proletariat with the Moro action - a symbolic and 
(jI amorous representation of "what it is possible to do". 

Our own view is that subject and representation through 
armed and with actors taken from reality, would be toler¬ 
able - let's add etheral - but only if the spectacle (Moro 

action) is not confused with reality (the fighting revolu¬ 
tionary movement). 


The necessary leap forward after the Spring campaign was 
therefore to put aside the "power just shown, and to begin 
to teach the revolutionary movement the next steps after 
those already made, to reach that level of power". Party 
I" ^vement are here put in a teacher-pupil relationship, 
uijj tne.apparent effort to reconnect them is the 

hidden persuasion, 'conscious or unconscious', of an ir- 
repairable break. Of course, the teacher has to relearn 
from the movement how to reconquer that political 'intern- 
•lity inside struggle and contradictions, that has been 
annulled by the long theatrical interval: but he still re¬ 
mains teacher in this disorderly dialectic. 


The conclusions of such teachers no longer stupefy us - 
•ven when they depair of the danger of "a premature con¬ 
traction of democratic space", which reduces their chances 
Of imparting their revolutionary lessons in peace and 
quiet, ana which would also "go against the fighting rev¬ 
olutionary movement". Even when .they lose control and are 
gripped by a sudden impulse of sincerity, they unmask 





themselves and shamelessly declare that they're not afraid 
to argue with "the vultures of opportunism who have been 
going on about that danger for nine years"; and they cac¬ 
kle away that the prevailing "strategist tendency" of the 
Red Brigades is "totally situated in the political arena 
of provocation" - and, as they "dislike saying it", they 
add - "unconsciously". 

THE SYSTEM OF PROLETARIAN POWER 

Here we are interested in understanding the process of 
logic which runs through the other parts of the document 
which we're also referring to. That is, the thesis that 
proletarian power is built on its own and not in relation 
to enemy power, the power of the bourgeoisie. 

The central idea of separation as a condition for the 
manifestation of proletarian power- - this is characteris¬ 
tic of the economists/immediatists to whom 'they' also 
belong. 

In substance, this denies that the foundation stune of 
power lies in the terrain of the practice of class strug¬ 
gle; it ignores power as a relation of force between class 
es or, better still, as a sum of relations dialectically 
connecting social classes in their antagonistic interests 
at all levels of the capitalisy social formation. 

A proletarian power "separated", "independent" from the 
power of the bourgeoisie can never exist at any level - 
neither economic, nor ideological, nor, least of all, po¬ 
litical. 


The power of a class is, in fact, .its capacity to realize 
its own specific interests, inside, the relations of dom¬ 
ination or subordination which it determines and by which ( 
it is determined. So the power of the class is the sum of 
its organised practices which it develops in it$ relation 
with other classes, to affirm and impose its own inters 
ests. 

Organized practices to realize economic, ideological and 
political interests. Organized practices against other or¬ 
ganized practices to negate their interests and to impose 
others. This is the essence of class war, and as such de- 
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IInes as its subjects on the one hand the State as 'centre 
ol power in exucution* of the imperialist bourgeoisie po¬ 
litically, militarily, and even more so ideologically and 
economically; on the other hand, the system of PROLETARIAN 
POWER. To construct proletarian power means to struggle 
against the power of the opposing class; it does not mean 
being "the negative face of the State", just as the State 
Is no "negative face of the system of proletarian power". 

WE DON'T HAVE TIME TO WASTE ,, 

What's certain is that for the proletariat in a capitalist 
metropolitan society, outside of this relationship there 
is no practice of power which can effectively lead it to 
its emancipation. It is in the attack on the heart of the 
State that the proletariat widens the horizons of its 
class interests, constructs its general political pro¬ 
gramme more exactly, re-enforces and extends its autonomy. 

A trial of strength, like making love and revolution, for 
the benifit of our libertarians, always happens in twos - 
M* much in Russia in '17 as in China of '49, as in the 
Italy of 80 - even if there are always people who have a 
'capacity to enjoy themselves' on their own. As for the 
questions posed by the "prophets of communism as it works", 
in the paragraph dedicated to "socialism and communism", 
it seems so useless to waste time on it because, once 
•gain, they quietly falsify the thesis of the Strategic 
Resolution to give us a taste of their "anti-Stalinist 
polemic". We, naturally, haven't the taste nor the time 
to waste. 

In any case, the arguments on the trio of "Autonomy-Inde¬ 
pendence-Armed Struggle" which according to its theorists 
Should constitute "the single whole real movement capable 
9f destroying, overcoming and substituting for the capi¬ 
talist relations of production" - we were honestly amazed 
ty it, seeming as it did like a resurrection of the well 
known 'Father-Son-Holy Ghost', over which so many hours 
0f sleep has been lost by our more tenacious scholars of 
the Mysteries. 
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SUBJECTIVIST DELIRIUM 


We shamelessly admit that we hadn't understood that auton 
omy and independence are "processes, rich with TOTAL and 
ABSOLUTE content, which go beyond the limits of the capi¬ 
talist relations of production". We're not very good at 
metaphysics, and at the risk of being accused of Stalinis 
-Marxism again, we reaffirm our dialectical-materialist 
conception of history and we mistrust the TOTAL and ABSO¬ 
LUTE ideas as well as those who prophetically support 
them. 

However, to conclude, it seems to us that our ' ^'ndependen 
ists', on a wave of subjectivist delirium which inspires 
their misthinking, having wiped out the Party, are driven 
to the rustiest of anarchist theses - a quick example is 
their denial of the concept of 'dictatorship of the prole 
tariat'. To satisfy the 'radical needs' of our crossword 
-designer fanatics, this seems to us to be the exact n 
translation of the passage that we patiently quote: 

"This autonomy and this independence, their concrete 
contents - composed of richness, health, free time, a 
'capacity to enjoy', armed antagonism, driven to the 
apex of their political exhaltation in the revolution¬ 
ary process - can no way be tied up in any 'external' 
management of this programme; they can never be recon¬ 
ciled with any bureaucratic apparatus 'nominally' man¬ 
aging their own power or determining definitely the 
how and when of their power." 

We invite all the comrades of the Revolutionary Movement 
to take a position on the questions posed in this docu¬ 
ment. 


- Militants of the Communist 
Organization RED BRIGADES, 
Asinara Prison, Aug. 31, 197! 


Resistance: Notes From th^ Illegal Front (formerly Guer¬ 
rilla Notes) is free upon request, but as printing and 
distribution costs are borne by the editorial collective, 
donations are warmly welcomed. Comments, articles & ex¬ 
changes with other papers are also welcomed. Please ad¬ 
dress all requests for issues, checks/mailing orders and 
comments to: Friends of Durrutti, Box 790, Station A. 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada. 

ISSUES AVAILABLE 

Issue #1 - RAF HUNGERSTRIKE 6/2/81; including text of 
the RAF Eungersttike Declaration, And expressions of ' 
solidarity from anti-imperiAlists, womens' groups, 
relatives, doctors and other guerrilla groups (INLA & 
ETA) . 

- HAIG ASSASINATION ATTEMPT: RAF Communique on 
the attempted assasination of then commander—in—chief 
of NATO, General Alexander Haig. 

— RAF STATEMENT OF 26.7.80: Comments on the 
deaths of two comrades and their work to help bring 
about the unification of the RAF and the June 2nd 
Movement. 

- WOMEN AT WAR: Statement from the W-German 
guerrilla group, Revolutionary Feminist Cells. 

- BLA ON REVOLUTIONARY VIOLENCE: Why Build the 
Armed Front - an excerpt from a 1976 Black Liberation 
Army statement. 

- RED BRIGADES I STRATEGIC RESOLUTION; 1975 BR 
theoretical statement, The Imperialism of the Multina¬ 
tionals. 

Issue #2 — Additional copies of this issue, as well as 
issue #1, are available upon request. 

Issue #3 — Boon to be available. Tentatively this issue 
will include: 

- BLACK LIBERATION ARMY COMMUNIQUE: ON THE STRA¬ 
TEGIC ALLIANCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALIST AND 
ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT • Latest communique following 
the attempted Irinka expropriation. 

r SQUATTING IN IBRLIN/HAIG DEMO:.Recent events 
in WrGermjtny aa reported by a participant. 

- LIVERPOOL RIOT I Discussion of riot .techniques 
by a participant a M| »ritain 's troubles. 

- JUNE iiipSf8f®fT BTATEMENT: Comments on the 
unification of JuM l&d Movement and the RAF. 

- Plus other material. 







